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world: the low people, the middle people, and the 
high people, The low people and the high people 
are alike in one thing: they have no scruples, no 
morality. The low are beneath morality, the high 
above it. I am not afraid of either of them; for the 
low are unscrupulous without knowledge, so that 
they make an idol of me; whilst the high are un· 
scrupulous without purpose, so that they go down 
before my will. Look you: I shall go over all the 
mobs and all the courts of Europe as a plough 
goes over a field. It is the middle people who are 
dangerous: they have both knowledge and pur­
pose. But they, too, have their weak point. They 
are full of scruples: chained hand and foot by 

their morality and respectability. 
Shaw, The Man af Destiny 

38 War and Class have been with us ever since the 
first civilizations emerged above the level of prim­
itive human life some five or six thousand years 
ago, and they have always been serious com­
plaints. Of the twenty or so civilizations known to 
modern Western historians, all except our own 
appear to be dead or moribund, and, when we 
diagnose each case, in extremis or post mortem, we 
invariably find that the cause of death has been 
either War or Class or some combination of the 
two. 

Toynbee, Civilization on Tn'ai, II 

10.9 I Revolution 

As indicated in passages drawn from the his"­
torians of antiquity and from the ancient 
political philosophers, revolution and civil 
strife were regarded as a regular part of nor­
mal political life. The conception of a soci­
ety so constituted that it might be exempt 
from revolutionary action, either by force or 
by fraud, was projected as an almost utopi­
an idea. Insofar as injustice, class conflicts, 
and an inequality of conditions abound in 
the very imperfect societies that exist, revo­
lution is always and everywhere brewing. 

Some of the writers quoted here attempt 
to distinguish different types of revolution, 
to specify the causes productive of revolu­
tion, and to consider what those in power 
can do to prevent themselves from being 
overthrown. Others among the authors rep­
resented concern themselves mainly with 
the defense of rehellion or revolution as a 
drastic remedy that is justified when relief 
from oppression or injustice cannot be 
achieved in any other way. They suggest 
that it is the tyrant who is the rebel, the 

lawless one, rather than his mistreated sub­
jects. When they speak of a "right of revolu­
tion" or a "right of rebellion," they are, in 
effect, asserting that revolutions are justifi­
able under certain circumstances. They are 
opposed in this conviction by others who 
deny that resistance to established authority 
can ever be justified. 

The discussion of revolution in this sec­
tion is for the most part concerned with po­
litical upheavals or insurrections. For relat­
ed matters, the reader is referred to other 
sections in this chapter on POLITICS, especial­
ly Section 10.6 on DESPOTISM AND TYRANNY and 
Section 10.8 on CLASSES AND CLASS CONFLICT; 
and to Section 12.3 on RIGHTS-NATURAL AND 
CIVIL and Section 14.1 on WARFARE AND THE 
STATE 01-' WAR. However, certain passages 
from Karl Marx included here touch on 
revolutions that affect the economic organi­
zation of society; and in this connection the 
reader is referred to Section 11.1 on PROPER­
TY, Section 11.2 on WEALTH AND POVERTY, and 
Section 11.3 on LABOR. 

mwatson
Rectangle
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The sufferings [in the Hellenic countries] which 
revolution entailed . . . were many and terrible, 
such as have occurred and always will occur, as 
long as the nature of mankind remains the same. 

. Words had to change their ordinary meaning 
and to take that which was now given them. 
Reckless audacity came to be considered the cour­
age of a loyal ally; prudent hesitation, specious 
cowardice; moderation was held to be a cloak for 
unmanliness; ability to see all sides of a question, 
inaptness to act on any. Frantic violence became 
the attribute of manliness; cautious plotting, ajus­
tifiable means of self-defence. The advocate of ex­
treme measures was always trustworthy; his oppo­
nent a man to be suspected. To succeed in a plot 
was to have a shrewd head, to divine a plot a still 
shrewder; but to try to provide against having to 
do either was to break up your party and to be 
afraid of your adversaries. In fine, to forestall an 
intending criminal, or to suggest the idea of a 
crime where it was wanting, was equally com~ 
mended, until even blood became a weaker tie 
than party, from the superior readiness of those 
united by the latter to dare everything without 
reserve; for such associations had not in view the 
blessings derivable from established institutions 
hut were formed by ambition for their overthrow; 
and the confidence of their members in each other 
rested less on any religious sanction than upon 
complicity in crime. The fair proposals of an ad­
versary were met with jealous precautions by the 
stronger of the two, and not with a generous confi­
dence. Revenge also was held of more account 
than self-preservation. Oaths of reconciliation, 
being only proffered on either side to meet an im­
mediate difficulty, only held good so long as no 
other weapon was at hand; but when opportunity 
offered, he who first ventured to seize it and to 
take his enemy off his guard, thought this perfidi­
ous vengeance sweeter than an open one, since, 
considerations of safety apart, success by treach­
ery won him the palm of superior intelligence. 

Thucydides, Peloponnesian War, III, 82 

2 If [a man's country] should appear to him to be 
following a policy which is not a good one, he 
should say so, provided that his words are not like­
ly either to fall on deaf ears or to lead to the loss of 
his own life. But force against his native land he 
should not use in order to bring about a change of 
constitution, when it is not possible for the best 
constitution to be introduced without driving men 
into exile or putting them to death; he should 
keep quiet and offer up prayers for his own wel­
fare and for that of his country. 

Plato, Seventh Letter 

3 Inferiors revolt in order that they may be equal, 
and equals that they may be superior. Such is the 
state of mind which creates revolutions. 

Aristotle, Politics, 1302a29 

4 Revolutions are effected in two ways, by force and 
by fraud. Force may be applied either at the time 
of making the revolution or afterwards. Fraud, 
again, is of two kinds; for !IOmetimes the citizens 
are deceived into acquiescing in a change of gov­
ernment, and afterwards they are held in subjec­
tion against their will.. . . In other cases the peo­
ple are persuaded at first, and afterwards, by a 
repetition of the persuasion, their goodwill and al­
legiance are retained. 

Aristotle, Politics, 1304b7 

5 Among ourselves the sons of the ruling class in an 
oligarchy live in lmmry, but the sons of the poor 
are hardened by exercise and toil, and hence they 
are both more inclined and better able to make a 
revolution. 

Aristotle, Politics, 1310a22 

6 If to provide itself with a king belongs to the right 
of a given multitude, it is not unjust that the king 
be deposed or have his power restricted by that 
same multitude if, becoming a tyrant, he abuses 
the royal power. It must not be thought that such 
a multitude is acting unfaithfully in deposing the 
tyrant, even though it had previously SUbjected 
itself to him in perpetuity, because he himself has 
deserved that the covenant with his subjects 
should not be kept, since, in ruling the multitude, 
he did not act faithfully as the office of a king 
demands. 

Aquinas, On Kingship, I, 6 

7 Men change their rulers willingly. hoping to bet­
ter themselves, and this hope induces them to take 
up arms against him who rules: wherein they are 
deceived, because they afterwards find by experi­
ence they have gone from bad to worse. 

Machiavelli, Prince, III 

8 He who becomes master of a city accustomed to 
freedom and does not destroy it, may expect to be 
destroyed by it, for in rebellion it has always the 
watchword of liberty and its ancient privileges as 
a rallying point, which neither time nor benefits 
will ever cause it to forget. And what ever you 
may do or provide against, they never forget that 
name or their privileges unless they are disunited 
or dispersed, but at every chance they immedi­
ately rally to them. 

Machiavelli, Pn·nce, V 

9 It ought to be remembered that there is nothing 
more difficult to take in hand, more perilous to 
conduct, or more uncertain in its success, than to 
take the lead in the introduction of a new order of 
things. Because the innovator has for enemies all 
those who have done well under the old condi­
tions, and lukewarm defenders in those who may 
do well under the new. This coolness arises partly 
from fear of the opponents, who have the laws on 
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their side, and partly from the incredulity of men, 
who do not readily believe in new things until 
they have had a long experience of them. Thus it 
happens that whenever those who are hostile have 
the opportunity to attack they do it like partisans, 
whilst the others defend lukewarmly, in such wise 
that the prince is endangered along with them. 

It is necessary, therefore, if we desire to discuss 
this mattcr thoroughly, to inquire whether these 
innovators can rely on themselves or have to de­
pend on others: that is to say, whether, to consum­
mate their enterprise, have they to use prayers or 
can they use force? In the first instance they al­
ways succeed badly, and never compass anything; 
but when they can rely on themselves and use 
force, then they are rarely endangered. Hence it is 
that all armed prophets have conquered, and the 
unanned ones have been destroyed. Besides the 
reasons mentioned, the nature of the people is 
variable, and whilst it is easy to persuade them, it 
is difficult to fix them in that persuasion. And thus 
it is necessary to take such measures that, when 
they believe no longer, it may be possible to make 
them believe by force. 

Machiavelli, Prince, VI 

10 A prince ought to have two fears, one from within, 
on account of his subjects, the other from without, 
on account of external powers. From the latter he 
is defended by being well anned and having good 
allies, and if he is well armed he will have good 
friends, and affairs will always remain quiet with­
in when they are quiet without, unless they should 
have been already disturbed by conspiracy; and 
even should affairs outside be disturbed, if he has 
carried out his preparations and has lived as I 
have said, as long as he does not despair, he will 
resist every attack. . . . 

But concerning his subjects, when affairs out­
side are disturbed he has only to fear that they 
will conspire secretly, from which a prince can 
easily secure himself by avoiding being hated and 
despised, and by keeping the people satisfied with 
him, which it is most necessary for him to accom­
plish. . . . And one of the most efficacious reme­
dies that a prince can have against conspiracies is 
not to be hated and despised by the people, for he 
who conspires against a prince always expects to 
please them by his removal; but when the conspir­
ator can only look forward to offending them, he 
will not have the courage to take such a course, 
for the difficulties that confront a conspirator are 
infinite .... On the side of the conspirator, there 
is nothing but fear, jealousy, prospect of punish­
ment to terrify him; but on the side of the prince 
there is the majesty of the principality, the laws, 
the protection of friends and the state to defend 
him; so that, adding to all these things the popu­
lar goodwill, it is impossible that anyone should 
be so rash as to conspire. For whereas in general 

the conspirator has to fear before the execution of 
his plot, in this case he has also to fear the sequel 
to the crime; because on account of it he has the 
people for an enemy, and thus cannot hope for 
any escape .. 

For this reason I consider that a prince ought to 
reckon conspiracies of little account when his peo­
ple hold him in esteem; but when it is hostile to 
him, and bears hatred towards him, he ought to 
fear everything and everybody. And well-ordered 
states and wise princes have taken every care not 
to drive the nobles to desperation, and to keep the 
people satisfied and contented, for this is one of 
the most important objects a prince can have. 

Machiavelli, Pn·Tlce. XIX 

11 Those who give the first shock to a state are apt to 
be the first ones swallowed up in its ruin. The 
fruits of the trouble rarely go to the one who has 
stirred it up; he beats and disturbs the water for 
other fishermen. 

Montaigne, Essays, I, 23, 
Of Custom 

12 It takes a lot of self-love and presumption to have 
such esteem for one's own opinions that to estab­
lish them one must overthrow the public peace 
and introduce so many inevitable evils, and such 
a horrible corruption of morals, as civil wars and 
political changes bring with them in a matter of 
such weight-and introduce them into one's own 
country. Isn't it bad management to encourage so 
many certain and known vices in order to combat 
contested and debatable errors? Is there any worse 
kind of vices than those which attack our con­
science and our understanding of one another? 

Montaigne, Essays, I, 23, 
Of Custom 

13 Menenjus. There was a time when all the body's 
members 

Rebell'd against the belly, thus accused it: 
That only like a gulf it did remain 
I' the midst 0' the body, idle and unactive, 
Still cupboarding the viand, never bearing 
Like labour with the rest, ·where the other instru-

ments 
Did see and hear, devise, instruct, walk, feel, 
And mutually participate, did minister 
Unto the appetite and affection common 
Of the whole body. The belly answer'd-

1st Citizen. Well, sir, what answer made the bel­
ly? 

Men. Sir, I shall tell you. With a kind of smile, 
Which ne'er came from the lungs, but even thus­
For, look you, I may make the belly smile 
As well as speak-it tauntingly replied 
To the discontented members, the mutinous parts 
That envied his receipt; even so most fitly 
As you malign our senators for that 
They are not such as you. 
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lsi CiL Your belly's answer? What? 
The kingly·crowned head, the vigilant eye, 
The counsellor heart, the arm our soldier, 
OUf steed the leg, the tongue our trumpeter, 
With other munimentts and petty helps 
10 this our fabric, if that they-
A1~ What then? 

'Fore me, this fellow speaks: What then? what 
then 

1st Cil. Should by the cormorant belly be 
restrain'd, 

Who is the sink 0' the body-
Men. Well, what then? 
1st Cit. The former agents, if they did complain, 

What could the belly answer? 
Men. I will tell you; 

If you'll bestow a small-of what you have little----­
Patience awhile, you'll hear the belly's answer. 

1st Cit. YeJre long about it. 
Men. Note me this, good friend; 

Your most grave belly was deliberate, 
Not rash like his accusers, and thus answer'd: 
"True is it, my incorporate friends," quoth he, 
"That I receive the general food at first, 
Which you do live upon; and fit it is, 
Because 1 am the store~house and the shop 
Of the whole body. But, if you do remember, 
I send it through the rivers of your blood, 
Even to the court, the heart, to the seat 0' the 

brain; 
And, through the cranks and offices of man, 
The strongest nerves and small inferior veins 
From me receive that natural competency 
Whereby they live: and though that all at once, 
You, my good friends" -this says the belly, mark 

me.--
I £t Cit. Ay, sir; well, well. 
Mm. "Though all at once cannot 

See what I do deliver out to each, 
Yet I can make my audit up, that all 
From me do back receive the flour of all, 
And leave me but the bran." What say you to't? 

1 £t Cit. It was an answer. How apply you this? 
Men. The senators of Rome are this good belly, 

And you the mutinous members; for examine 
Their counsels and their cares, digest things right-

ly 
Touching the weal 0' the common, yOll shall lind 
No public benefit which you receive 
But it proceeds or comes from them to you 
And no way from yourselves. What do you think, 
You, the great toe of this assembly? 

I sl Cil. I the great toe! Why the great toe? 
Men. For that, being one 0' the lowest, basest, 

poorest, 
Of this most wise rebellion, thou go'st foremost; 
Thou rascal, that art worst in blood to run, 
Lead'st first to win some vantage. 

Shakespeare, Corio/anu.s, I, i, 99 

14 In civil matters even a change for the better is 

suspected on account of the commotion it occa­
sions, for civil government is supported by author~ 
ity, unanimity, fame, and public opinion, and not 
by demonstration. 

Bacon, NO/Jum Organum, I, 90 

15 Shepherds of people had need know the kalendars 
of tempests in state; which are commonly greatest 
when things grow to equality; as natural tempests 
are greatest about the JEquinQctia. And as there are 
certain hollow blasts of wind and secret swellings 
of seas before a tempest, so are there in states.. . 
Libels and licentious discourses against the state, 
when they are frequent and open; and in like sort, 
false news, often running up and down, to the dis­
advantage of the state, and hastily embraced; are 
amongst the signs of troubles. 

Bacon, OJ Seditions and Troubles 

16 The causes and motives of seditions are: innova­
tion in religion; taxes; alteration of laws and cus­
toms; breaking of privileges; general oppression; 
advancement of unworthy persons; strangers; 
dearths; disbanded soldiers; factions grown des­
perate; and whatsoever, in offending people, join­
eth and knitteth them in a common cause. 

Bacon, OJ Seditions and Trou.bles 

17 The infliction of what evil soever on an innocent 
man that is not a subject, if it be for the benefit of 
the Commonwealth, and without violation of any 
former covenant, is no breach of the law of na­
ture. For all men that are not subjects are either 
enemies, or else they have ceased from being so by 
some precedent covenants. But against enemies, 
whom the Commonwealth judgeth capable to do 
them hurt, it is lawful by the original right of na­
ture to make war; wherein the swordjudgeth not, 
nor doth the victor make distinction of nocent and 
innocent as to the time past, nor has other respect 
of mercy than as it conduceth to the good of his 
own people. And upon this ground it is that also 
in subjects who deliberately deny the authority of 
the Commonwealth established, the vengeance is 
lawfully extended, not only to the fathers, but also 
to the third and fourth generation not yet in 
being, and consequently innocent of the fact for 
which they are afflicted: because the nature of 
this offence consisteth in the renouncing of subjec­
tion, which is a relapse into the condition of war 
commonly called rebellion; and they that so offend, 
suffer not as SUbjects, but as enemies. For rebellion 
is but war renewed. 

Hobbes, Leviathan, II, 28 

18 The art of opposition and of revolution is to unset­
tle established customs, sounding them even to 
their source, to point out their want of authority 
and justice. We must, it is said, get back to the 
natural and fundamental laws of the State, which 
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an unjust custom has abolished. It is a game cer­
tain to result in the loss of all; nothing will be just 
on the balance. Yet people readily lend their ear 
to such arguments. They shake off the yoke as 
soon as they recognise it; and the great profit by 
their ruin and by that of these curious investiga­
tors of accepted customs. But from a contrary mis­
take men sometimes think they can justly do ev­
erything which is not without an example. That is 
why the wisest of legislators said that it was neces­
sary to deceive men for their own good .... We 
must not see the fact of usurpation; law was once 
introduced without reason, and has become rea­
sonable. We must make it regarded as authorita­
tive, eternal, am.I conceal its origin, if we do not 
wish that it should soon come to an end, 

Pascal, PemiesJ V, 294 

19 A civil state, which has not done away with the 
causes of seditions, where war is a perpetual object 
of fear, and where, lastly, the laws are often brOM 
ken, differs but little from the mere state of na­
ture, in which everyone lives after his own mind 
at the great risk of his life. 

Spinoza, Polliical Treatise, V, 2 

20 The inhabitants of any country, who are de­
scended and derive a title to their estates from 
those who are subdued, and had a government 
forced upon them, against their free consents, re­
tain a right to the possession of their ancestors, 
though they consent not freely to the government, 
whose hard conditions were, by force, imposed on 
the possessors of that country. For the first con­
queror never having had a title to the land of that 
country, the people, who are the descendants of, 
or claim under those who were forced to submit to 
the yoke of a government by constraint, have al­
ways a right to shake it off, and free themselves 
from the usurpation or tyranny the sword hath 
brought in upon them, till their rulers put them 
under such a frame of government as they willing­
ly and of choice consent to (which they can never 
be supposed to do, till either they are put in a full 
state of liberty to choose their government and 
governors, or at least till they have such standing 
laws to which they have, by themselves or their 
representatives, given their free consent, and also 
till they are allowed their due property, which is 
so to be proprietors of what they have that nobody 
can take away any part of it without their own 
consent, without which, men under any govern­
ment are not in the state of free men, but are 
direct slaves under the force of war), 

Locke, II Civil Government, XVI, 192 

21 Whensoever . . . the legislative shall transgress 
this fundamental rule of society, and either by 
ambition, fear, folly, or corruption, endeavour to 
grasp themselves, or put into the hands of any 

other, an absolute power over the lives, liberties, 
and estates of the people, by this breach of trust 
they forfeit the power the people had put into 
their hands for quite contrary ends, and it de­
volves to the people, who have a right to resume 
their original liberty, and by the establishment of 
a new legislative (such as they shall think fit), pro­
vide for their own safety and security, which is the 
end for which they are in society. 

Locke, II Civil Government, XIX, 222 

22 Revolutions happen not upon every little mis­
management in public alfairs, Great mistakes in 
the ruling part, many wrong and inconvenient 
laws, and all the slips of human frailty will be 
borne by the people without mutiny or murmur. 
But if a long train of abuses, prevarications, and 
artifices, all tending the same way, make the de­
sign visible to the people, and they cannot but feel 
what they lie under, and see whither they are 
going,- it is not to be wondered that they should 
then rouse themselves, and endeavour to put the 
rule into such hands which may secure to them 
the ends for which government was at first erect­
ed, and without which, ancient names and spe­
cious fonns are so far from being better, that they 
are much worse than the state of Nature or pure 
anarchy; th,e inconveniencies being all as great 
and as near, but the remedy farther off and more 
difficult, 

Locke, II Civil Government, XIX, 225 

23 The popular insurrection that ends in the death 
or deposition of a Sultan is as lawful an act as 
those by which he disposed, the day before, of the 
lives and fortunes of his subjects. As he was main~ 
tained by force alone, it is force alone that over­
throws him. Thus everything takes place accord­
ing to the natural order; and, whatever may be 
the result of such frequent and precipitate revolu­
tions, no one man has reason to complain of the 
injustice of another, but only of his own ill-fortune 
or indiscretion. 

Rousseau, Origin of inequaiiry, II 

24 When, in the course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political 
bands which have connected them with another, 
and to assume, among the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which the laws of 
nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel them 
to the separation. 

Jefferson, Declaration of Independence 

25 Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments 
long established should not be changed for light 
and transient causes; and, accordingly, all experi­
ence hath shown, that mankind are more disposed 
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to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right 
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they 
are accustomed. But, when a long train of abuses 
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same ob­
ject, evinces a design to reduce them under abso­
lute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to 
throw off such government, and to provide new 
guards for their future security. 

Jefferson, Declaration of Independence 

26 I hold it that a little rebellion now and then is a 
good thing, and as necessary in the political world 
as storms in the physical. Unsuccessful rebellions, 
indeed, generally establish the encroachments on 
the rights of the people which have produced 
them. An observation of this truth should render 
honest republican governors so mild in their pun­
ishment of rebellions as not to discourage them 
too much. It is a medicine necessary for the sound 
health of government. 

Jefferson, Letter to James Madison 
U_n. 30, 1787) 

27 General rebellions and revolts of an whole people 
never were encouraged, now or at any time. They 
are always provoked. 

Burke, Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol 
(Ap,.3, 1777) 

28 Resistance on the part of the people to the su­
preme legislative power of the state is in no case 
legitimate; for it is only by submission to the unt· 
versal legislative will, that a condition of law and 
order is possible. Hence there is no right of sedi­
tion, and still less of rebellion, belonging to the 
people. 

Kant, Science of Right, 49 

29 It is the duty of the people to bear any abuse of 
the supreme power, even then though it should be 
considered to be unbearable. And the reason is 
that any resistance of the highest legislative au· 
thority can never but be contrary to the law, and 
must even be regarded as tending to destroy the 
whole legal constitution. 

Kant, Science of Right, 49 

30 When on the success of a revolution a new consti­
tution has been founded, the unlawfulness of its 
beginning and of its institution cannot release the 
subjects from the obligation of adapting them­
selves, as good citizens, to the new order of things; 
and they are not entitled to refuse honourably to 
obey the authority that has thus attained the pow­
er in the state. 

Kant, Science of Right, 49 

31 Why is the experiment of an extended republic to 
be rejected, merely because it may comprise what 
is new? Is it not the glory of the people of Ameri-

ca, that, whilst they have paid a decent regard to 
the opinions of former times and other nations, 
they have not suffered a blind veneration for an­
tiquity, for custom, or for names, to overrule the 
suggestions of their own good sense, the knowl­
edge of their own situation, and the lessons of 
their own experience? To this manly spirit, poster­
ity will be indebted for the possession, and the 
world for the example, of the numerous innova­
tions displayed on the American theatre, in fa­
vour of private rights and public happiness. Had 
no important step been taken by the leaders of the 
Revolution for which a precedent could not be 
discovered, no government established of which 
an exact model did not present itself, the people of 
the United States might, at this moment, have 
been numbered among the melancholy victims of 
misguided councils, must at best have been la­
bouring under the weight of some of those forms 
which have crushed the liberties of the rest of 
mankind. Happily for America, happily, we trust, 
for the whole human race, they pursued a new 
and more noble course. They accomplished a rev­
olution which has no parallel in the annals of hu­
man society. They reared the fabrics of govern­
ments which have no model on the face of the 
globe. 

Madison, Federalist 14 

32 If the representatives of the people betray their 
constituents, there is then no resource left but in 
the exertion of that original right of self-defence 
which is paramount to all positive forms of gov­
ernment, and which against the usurpations of the 
national rulers, may be exerted with infinitely 
better prospect of success than against those of the 
rulers of an individual State. In a single State, if 
the persons intrusted with supreme power become 
usurpers, the different parcels, subdivisions, or dis­
tricts of which it consists, having no distinct gov­
ernment in each, can take no regular measures for 
defence. The citizens must rush tumultuously to 
arms, without concert, without system, without re­
source; except in their courage and despair. The 
usurpers, clothed with the forms of legal authori­
ty, can too often crush the opposition in embryo. 
The smaller the extent of the territory, the more 
diffir.ult will it he for the people to form a regular 
or systematic plan of opposition, and the more 
easy will it be to defeat their early efforts. Intelli­
gence can be more speedily obtained of their 
preparations and movements, and the military 
force in the possession of the usurpers can be more 
rapidly directed against the part where the oppo~ 
sition has begun. In this situation there must be a 
peculiar coincidence of circumstances to insure 
success to the popular resistance. 

Hamilton, Federalist 28 

33 The political condition of France ... [before the 
French Revolution] presents nothing but a con-
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fused mass of privileges altogether contravening 
-thought and reaSOD-an utterly irrational state of 
things, and one with which the greatest corrup· 
tion of morals, of spirit was associated-an empire 
characterized by destitution of right, and which, 
when its real state begins to be recognized, be· 
comes shameless destitution of right. The fearfully 
heavy burdens that pressed upon the people, the 
embarrassment of the government to procure for 
the court the means of supporting luxury and ex­
travagance, gave the first impulse to discontent. 
The new spirit began to agitate men's minds: op­
pression drove men to investigation. It was per­
ceived that the sums extorted from the people 
Wel"e nol expended in furthering the objects of the 
state, but were lavished in the most unreasonable 
fashion. The entire political system appeared one 
mass of injustice. The change was necessarily vio· 
lent, because the work of transformation was not 
undertaken by the government. 

Hegel, Philosophy of History, Pt. IV, III, 3 

34 Amid the ruins which surround me shall I dare to 
say that revolutions are not what I most fear for 
coming generations? If men continue to shut 
themselves more closely within the narrow circle 
of domestic interests and to live on that kind of 
excitement, it is to be apprehended that they may 
ultimately become inaccessible to those great and 
powerful public emotions which perturb nations, 
but which develop them and recruit them. When 
property becomes so fluctuating and the love of 
property so restless and so ardent, I cannot but 
fear that men may arrive at such a state as to 
regard every new theory as a peril, every innova· 
tion as an irksome toil, every social improvement 
as a stepping·stone to revolution, and so refuse to 
move altogether for fear of being moved too far. I 
dread, and I confess it, lest they should at last so 
entirely give way to a cowardly love of present 
enjoyment as to lose sight of the interests of their 
future selves and those of their descendants and 
prefer to glide along the easy current of life rather 
than to make, when it is necessary, a strong and 
sudden effort to a higher purpose. 

It is believed by some that modern society will 
be always changing its aspect; for myself, I fear 
that it will ultimately be too invariably fixed in 
the same institutions, the same prejudices, the 
same manners, so that mankind will be stopped 
and circumscribed; that the mind will swing 
backwards and forwards forever without begetting 
fresh ideas; that man will waste his strength in 
bootless and solitary trifling, and, though in con· 
tinual motion, that humanity will cease to ad· 
vance. 

Tocqueville, Democracy in Ament-a, 
Vol. II, III, 21 

35 If there is any period one would desire to be born 
in, is it not the age of Revolution; when the old 

and the new stand side by side and admit of being 
compared; when the energies of all men are 
searched by fear and by hope; when the historic 
glories of the old can be compensated by the rich 
possibilities of the new era? This time, like all 
times, is a very good one, if we but know what to 
do with it. 

Emerson, The American Scholar 

36 By the rude bridge that arched the flood, 
Their flag to April's breeze unfurled, 

Here once the embattled farmers stood 
And fired the shot heard round the world. 

Emerson, Concord Hymn 

37 All men recognize the right of revolution; that is, 
the right to refuse allegiance to, and to resist, the 
government, when its tyranny or its inefficiency 
are great and unendurable. 

Thoreau, Civll Disobedience 

38 Any people anywhere, being inclined and having 
the power, have the right to rise up, and shake off 
the existing government, and form a new one that 
suits them better. This is a most valuable,-a most 
sacred right-a right, which we hope and believe, 
is to liberate the world. Nor is this right confined 
to cases in which the whole people of an existing 
government, may choose to exercise it. Any por· 
tion of such people that can, may revolutionize, and 
make their own. of so much of the territory as they 
inhabit. More than this, a maJority of any portion 
of such people may revolutionize, putting down a 
minon'!JI, intermingled with, or near about them, 
who may oppose their movement. 

Lincoln, SPeech on the Mexican War 
U_n. 12, 1848) 

39 This country, with its institutions, belongs to the 
people who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow 
weary of the existing government, they can exer· 
cise their constitutional right of amending it or 
their revolutionary right to dismember or over· 
throw it. 

Lincoln, First Inaugural Address 

40 Let the ruling classes tremble at a Communist 
revolution. The proletarians have nothing to lose 
but their chains. They have a world to win. 

Workingmen of all countries, unite! 
Marx and Engels, Communist Mamfesto, IV 

41 Pierre. Every violent reform deserves censure, for it 
quite fails to remedy evil while men remain what 
they are, and also because wisdom needs no vio· 
lence. 

Tolstoy, War and Peace, VI, 7 

42 All who achieve real distinction in life begin as 
revolutionists. The most distinguished persons be· 
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come more revolutionary as they grow older, 
though they are commonly supposed to become 
more conservative owing to their loss of faith in 
conventional methods of reform. 

Shaw. Man and Supennan, 
Revolutionist's Handbook, Preface 

43 Even jf for every hundred correct things we did 
we committed ten thousand mistakes, our revolu­
tion would still be-and it will be in the judgment 

of history-great and invincible; for this is the 
first time that not a minority, not the rich alone, 
not the educated alone, but the real masses, the 
overwhelming majority of the working people arc 
themselves building a new life and are by their 
own experience solving the most difficult prob­
lems of socialist organisation. 

Lenin, Letler to American Workers 
(Aug. 20, /918) 


