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THE GREAT IDEAS: LOVE 

From the Syntopicon 
 

OUTLINE OF TOPICS 

1. The nature of love 
1a. Conceptions of love and hate: as passions and as acts of will  
1b. Love and hate in relation to each other and in relation to pleasure and pain 1c. The 
distinction between love and desire: the generous and acquisitive aims 1d. The objects of 
loye; the good, the true, the beautiful; God, man, things 

PAGE 
1e. The intensity and power of love: its increase or decrease; its constructive or 

destructive force 1063 
1f. The power of hate 1064 

2. The kinds of love 
2a. Lustful, sexual, or selfish love: concupiscent love 

(1) The sexual instinct: its relation to other instincts 1065 
(2) Infantile sexuality: polymorphous perversity 1066 
(3) Object-fixations, identifications, and transferences: sublimation 
(4) The perversion, degradation, or pathology of love: infantile and adult love 

2b. Friendly, tender, or altruistic love: fraternal love 
 

(1) The relation between love and friendship 1067 
(2) Self-love in relation to the love of others 
(3) The types of friendship: friendships based on utility, pleasure, or virtue 1068 
(4) Patterns of love and friendship in the family 1069 

2c. Romantic, chivalnc, and courtly love: the idealization and supremacy of the 
beloved 1070 

2d. Conjugal love: its sexual, fraternal, and romantic components 1071 

3. The morality of love 1072 
3«. Friendship and love in relation to virtue and happiness 
ib. The demands of love and the restraints of virtue: moderation in love; the order of 

loves 1073 
y. The conflict of love and duty: the difference between the loyalties of love and the 

obligations of justice 
id. The heroism of friendship and the sacrifices of love 1074 

4. The social or political force of love, sympathy, or friendship 
4a. Love between equals and unequals, like and unlike: the fraternity of citizenship   1075 
4b. The dependence of the state on friendship and patriotism: comparison of love 

and justice in relation to the common good 1076 
4c. The brotherhood of man and the world community 

5. Divine love 1077 
5a. God as the primary object of love 

(1) Man's love of God in this life; respect for the moral law 
(2) Beatitude as the fruition of love 1078 

5b Chanty, or supernatural love, compared with natural love 
(1) The precepts of charity: the law of love 
(a) The theological virtue of charity: its relation to the other virtues 1079 

5c. God's love of Hunself and of creatures 


