14.2 | The Instrumentalities of War

THE MILITARY

The quotations collected here deal, in large
part, with the technical and technological
details of warfare—the military personnel
and the military equipment needed to wage
war and to bring it to a successful conclu-
sion. They touch on such considerations as
the different kinds of troops and armaments,
the qualities desired in a commander and in
his soldiers, the quantities or masses of men
that are needed to attain certain military
objectives, the relative advantages of naval
and land operations, and the pros and cons
of employing mercenaries.

The poets, novelists, histonians, and biog-
raphers give us descriptions of eminent com-
manders, and discuss the personalities and

character of military leaders. This often
leads into some consideration of strategy
and tactics, but the arts of war are not dis-
cussed in detail. In this connection, the
reader wili be struck by Tolstoy’s extremely
negative view, personified in General Kutu-
zov, in War and Peace, as well as explicitly
stated by Tolstoy himself, that the planning
of battles or campaigns is utterly futile.

The two main issues debated in this sec-
tion are, first, the question about the value
of mercenary troops as compared with a cit-
izen army; and, second, the effect of stand-
ing armies and elaborate military installa-
tions upon the political health of republics
and democracies.

1 And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherelore criest
thou unto me? speak unto the children of lsrael,
that they go forward:

But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine
hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children
of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst
of the sea.

And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the
Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will
get me honour upon Phir-ach, and upon alt his
host, upen his chariots, and upon his horsemen.

And the Egyptians shall know that T am the
Lord, when T have gotten me honour upon Phat-
aoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.

And the angel of God, which went before the
camp of Israel, removed and went behind them;
and the pillar of the cloud went from before their
face, and stood behind them:

And it came between the camp of the Egyp-
tians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud
and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to
these: so that the one came not near the other all
the night.

And Moses strctched out his hand over the sea;
and the Lord caused the sea to go back hy a
strong east wind all that uight, and made the sea
dry land, and the waters were divided.

And the children of Israel went into the midst
of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters
were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on
their left.

And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after
them to the midst of the sea, even all Phir-aoh’s
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.

And it eame to pass, that in the morning watch
the Lord looked unto the host of the Egyptians
through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and
troubled the host of the Egyptians,

And tock off their chariot wheels, that they
drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said,
Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the Lord
fighteth for them against the Egyptians.

Exodus 14:15--25

2 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the
children of Israel: none went out, and none came
11.

And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, T have
given into thine hand Jericho, and the king there-
of, and the mighty men of valour. . . .

And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken
unto the people, that the seven priests bearing the
seven trumpets of rams’ horus passed on before
the Lord, and blew with the trumpets: and the
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ark of the covenant of the Lord followed them.

And the armed men went before the priests that
blew with the trumpets, and the rereward came
after the ark, the priests going on, and blowing
with the trumpets,

And Joshua bad commanded the people, say-
ing, Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with
your voice, neither shall any word proceed out of
your mouth, uniil the day 1 bid you shout; then
shall ye shout.

So the ark of the Lord compassed the city,
going about it once: and they came inte the
camp, and lodged in the camp. . . .

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that
they rose early about the dawning of the day, and
eampassed the city after the same manner seven

times: only on that day they compassed the city -

seven times, .

And it came to pass at the seventh time, when
the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said
unto the people, Shout; for the Lord hath given
you the city. . . .

So the people shouted when the priests blew
with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the
people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the
people shouted with a great shout, that the wall
fell down flat, so that the people went up into the
city, every man straight before him, and they took
the city.

And they utterly destroyed all that was in the
city, both man and woman, young and old,
and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the
sword.

Joshua 6:1-21

And they, the god-supported kings, about Aga-
memnon

ran marshalling the inen, and among thein grey-
eyed Athene

holding the dear treasured aegis, ageless, immor-
tal,

from whose edges float a hundred all-golden tas-
sels,

each one carefully woven, and each worth a hun-
dred oxen.

With this Auttering she swept through the host of
the Achaians

urging them to go forward. She kindled the
strength in each man’s

heart to take the battle without respite and keep
on fighting. ’

And now battle becaine sweeter to them than to
go back

in their hollow ships to the beloved land of their
fathers.
As obliterating fire lights up a vast forest

along the crests of a mountain, and the flare
shows far off,

50 as they marched, from the magnificent bronze
the gleain went

dazzling all about through the upper air to the
hecaven.

These, as the multitudinous nations of birds
winged, :
of geese, and of cranes, and of swans long-throat-
ed
in the Asian meadow heside the Kaystrian waters
this way and that way make their flights in the
pride aof their wings, then
settle in clashing swarms and the whole meadow
echoes with them,
50 of these the multitudinous tribes from the ships
and '
shelters poured to the plain of Skamandros, and
the earth beneath their
feet and under the feet of their horses thundered
horribly.
They took position in the blossoming meadow of
Skamandros,
thousands of them, as leaves and flowers appear in
their season.
Like the multitudinous nations of swarming in-
sects
who drive hither and thither about the stalls of
the sheepfold
in the season of spring when the milk splashes in
the milk pails:
in such numbers the flowing-haired Achaians
stood up
through the plain against the Trojans, hearts
burning to break them.
These, as men who are goatherds among the
wide goatflocks
casily separate them in order as they take to the
pasture,
thus the leaders scparated them this way and that
way
toward the encounter, and among them powerful
Agamemnon,
with eyes and head like Zeus who delights in
thunder,
like Ares for girth, and with the chest of Poseidon;
tike some ox of the herd pre-eminent among the
others,
a bull, who stands conspicuous in the huddling
cattle;
such was the son of Atreus as Zeus made him that
day, ,
conspieuous among men, and foremost among the
fighters.

Homer, fliad, 11, 445

As when along the thundering beach the surf of
the sea strikes :

beat upon beat as the west wind drives it enward;
far out

cresting first on the open water, it drives thereaf-
ter :

to smash roaring along the dry land, and against
the rock jut

bending breaks itself into crests spewing back the -
salt wash;

so thronged beat upon beat the Danaans’ close

hartalinne



538 | Chapter 14. War and Peace

steadily into battle, with each of the lords com-
manding

his own men; and these went silently, you would
not think

all these people with voices kept in their chests
were marching;

silently, in fear of their commanders; and upon
all

glittered as they marched the shining armour they
carried.

But the Trojans, as sheep in a man of possessions’
steading

stand in their myriads waiting to be drained of
their white milk

and bleat interminably as they hear the voice of
their lambs, so

the crying of the Trojans went up through the
wide army.

Homer, Hliad, IV, 422

Now pitifully the Trojans might have gone back
from the shclters

and the ships, te windy Ilion, had not Poulydamas

come and stood beside bold Hektor and spoken a
word to him:

‘Hektor, you are too intractable to listen to rea-
son.

Because the god has granted you the actions ol
warfare

therefore you wish in counsel also to be wise be-
yond others.

But you cannot choose to have all gifts given to
you together.

To one man the god has granted the actions of
warfare,

to one to be a dancer, to another the lyre and the
singing,

and in the breast of another Zeus of the wide
brows establishes

wisdom, a Jordly thing, and many take profit be-
side him

and he saves wnany, but the man’s own thought
surpasses all others.

Now T will tell you the way that it scems best to
my mind.

For you, everywhere the fighting burns in a citcle
around you,

but of the great-hearted Trojans since they
crossed over the rampart

some are standing back in their war gear, others
are fighting

fewer men against many, being scattered among
the vessels.

Draw back now, and call to this place all of our
bravest,

and then we might work out together our general
counsel.’

Homer, Hiad, X111, 723

6 The Scythians . . .

have in ore respect . . .

~J

shown themselves wiser than any nation upon the
face of the earth. Their customs otherwise are not
such as I admire. The one thing of which I speak
is the contrivance whereby they make it impossi-
ble for the enemy who invades them to escape
destruction, while they themselves are entirely out
of his reach, unless it please them to engage with
him. Having neither cities nor forts, and carrying
their dwellings with them wherever they go; ac-
customed, moreover, onc and all of them, to shoot
from horseback; and living not by husbandry but
on their cattle, their waggons the only houses that
they possess, how can they fail of being uncon-
querable, and unassailable even?

Herodotus, Huiory, [V, 46

Chorus. Swift-footed Achilles I saw—
His feet like the stormwind—running,
Achilles whom Thetis bore, and
Chiron trained into manhood.
I saw him on the seashore,
In full armor over the sands racing.
He strove, his legs in eontest
With a chariot and four,
Toward victory raeing and rounding
The course.
Euripides, Iphtgenia
in Aulis, 206

Brasidas. Where an enemy seems strong but is re-
ally weak, a true knowledge of the facts makes his
adversary the bolder, just as a sericus antagonist is
encountered most eonfidently by those who do not
know him,

Thucydides, Peloponnesian War, IV, 126

The armies being now on the eve of engaging,
each contingent received some words of encour-
agement from its own commander. The Mantine-
ans were reminded that they were going to fight
for their country and to avoid returning to the
experience of servitude after having tasted that of
empire; the Argives, that they would contend for
their ancient supremacy, to regain their once
equal share of Peloponnese of which they had
been so long deprived, and to punish an enemy
and a neighbour for a thousand wrongs; the Athe-
mans, of the glory of gaining the honours of the
day with so many and brave allies in arms, and
that a victory over the Lacedaemonians in Pelo-
ponnese would cement and extend their empire,
and would besides preserve Attica from all inva-
sions in future. These were the incitements ad-
dressed o the Argives and their allies. The Lace-
daemonians meanwhile, man to man, and with
théir war-songs in the ranks, exhorted each brave
comrade to remember what he had Iearnt before:
well aware that the long training of action was of
more saving virtue than any brief verbal exhorta-
tion, though never so well delivered.

Thucydides, Pefoponnesian War, V, 69
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10 Alcibiades. |Socrates] and I went on the expedition

—
[

to Potidaea; there we messed together, and T had
the opportunity of observing his extraordinary
power of sustaining fatigue. His enduranee was
simply marvellous when, being eut off from our
supplies, we were compelled to go without food—
on such oecasions, which often happen in time of
war, he was superior not only to me but to ev-
eryhody; there was no one to be compared to him.
Yet at a festival hc was the only person who had
any real powers of enjoyment; though not willing
to drink, he eould if compelled beat us all at
that,—wonderful to relate! no human being had
ever seen Socrates drunk; and his powers, if I am
not mistaken, will be tested before long. His forti-
tude in enduring eold was also surprising. There
was a severe frost, for the winter in that region is
really tremeudous, and everybody else either re-
mained indoors, or if they went out had on an
amazing quantity of elothes, and were well shod,
and had their feet swathed in felt and fleeees: in
the midst of this, Socrates with his bare feet on the
iee and in his ordinary dress marched better than
the other soldiers who had shoes, and they looked
daggers at him because he seemed 1o despise
them. . . . There was another occasion on which
his behaviour was very remarkable—-in the flight
of the army after the battle of Delium, where he
served among the heavy-armed—I had a better
opportunity of seeing him than at Potidaea, for I
was myself on horsebaek, and therefore compara-
tively out of danger. He and Laches were retreat-
ing, for the troops were in flight, and I met them
and told them not to be discouraged, and prom-
ised to remain with them; and there you might see
him, Aristophanes, as you describe, just as he is in
the streets of Athens, stalking like a peliean, and
rolling his eyes, calmly eontemplating enemies as
well as friends, and making very intelligible to
anybody, even from a distance, that whoever at-
tacked him would be likely to meet with a stout
resistance; and in this way he and his companion
escaped—for this is the sort of man who is never
touched in war; those only are pursued who are
running away headlong.

Plato, Symposium, 2198

Socrates. Nothing can be more important than that
the work of a saldier should be well done. But is
war an art so easily acquired that a man may be a
warrior who is also a husbandman, or shoemaker,
or other artisan; although no one in the world
would be a good dice or draught player whe
merely took up the game as a recreation, and had
not from his earliest years devoted himself to this
and nothing else? WNo tools will make a man a
skilled workman, or master of defence, nor be of
any use to him who has not learned how to handle
them, and has never bestowed any attention upon
them. How then will he who takes up a shield or
other implement of war become a good fighter all

12

13

14

15

in a day, whether with heavy-armed or any other
kind of troops?

Glaucon. Yes . . . the tools which would teach
men their own use would be beyond price.

And the higher the duties of the guardian, I
said, the more time, and skill, and art, and appli-
cation will be needed by him?

No doubt. . . .

Will he not also require natural aptitude for his
calling?

Certainly.

Then it will be our duty to seleet, if we can,
natures which are fitted for the task of guarding
the city.

Plato, Republic, 11, 374A

Athenian Sirenger. For expeditions of war mueh
consideration and many laws are required; the
great prineiple of all is that no one of either sex
should he without a eommander; nor should the
mind of any one be aceustomed to do auything,
either in jest or earnest, of his own motion, but in
war and in peace he should look to and follow his
leader, even in the least things being under his
guidance; for example, he should stand or move,
or excreise, or wash, or take his meals, or get up iu
the night to keep guard and deliver messages
when he is bidden; and in the hour of danger he
should not pursue and not retreat except by order
of his superior; and in a word, not teach the soul
or accustom her to know or uuderstand how to do
anything apart from others, Of all soldiers the life
should be always and in all things as far as possi-
ble in common and together; there neither is nor
ever will be a higher, or better, or more scientifie
principle than this for the attainment of salvation
and victory in war. And we ought in time of peace
from youth upwards to practise this habit of com-
manding others, and of being commanded by
others; anarchy should have no place in the life of
man or of the beasts who are subject to mau.
Plato, Laws, XII, 942A

Socrates. A general must also be capable of furnish-
ing military equipment and providing supplies for
the men; he must be respureeful, active, careful,
hardy and quick-witted; he must be both gentle
and brutal, at once straightforward and design-
ing, capable of both caution and surprise, lavish
and rapacious, generous and mean, skilfu] in de-
fence and attack; aud therc are many other quali-
fications, some natural, some acquired, that arc
necessary to one who would succeed as a general.

Xenophon, Memorabilia, 111, 1

In the choice of a general, we should regard his
skill rather than his virtue; for few have military

skill, but many have virtue.
Aristotle, Politics, 130903

There are four kinds of military forces,—the cav-
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alry, the heavy infantry, the light-armed troops,

_the navy. When the country is adapted for caval-

ry, then a strong oligarchy is likely to be estab-
lished. For the security of the inhabitants depends
upon a force of this sort, and only rich men can
afford to keep horses. The second form of oli-
garchy prevails when the country is adapted to
heavy infantry; for this service is better suited to
the rich than to the poor. But the light-armed and
the naval element are wholly democratic; and
nowadays, where they are numerous, if the two
parties quatrel, the oligarchy are often worsted by
them in the struggle. A remedy for this state of
things may be found in the practice of generals

"who combine a proper contingent of light-armed

troops with cavalry and heavy-armed. And this is
the way in which the poor get the better of the
rich in ‘civil contests; being lightly armed, they

- fight with advantage against cavalry and heavy

infantry. An oligarchy which raisés snch a force
out of the lower classes raises a power against it-
self. And therefore, since the ages of the citizens
vary and some ar¢ older and some younger, the
fathers should have their own sons, while they are

“still young, taught the agile movements of light-

16,

17

armed troops; and these, when they have been
taken out of the ranks of the youth, should be-
come light-armed warriors in reality.

Aristotle, Polities, 132127

Weapons are of [ittle use on the field of batle if

there is no wise counsel at home. .
Cicero, Dé Officits, 1, 22

Aeneas. ‘Brave souls!’ said I—but brave, alas! in
vain—
Come, finish what our cruel fates ordain,

" You see the desp’rate state of our affairs,

And heav’n’s protecting pow'rs are deaf to
pray’ss.

" The passive gods behold the Greeks defile

18

Their temples, and abandon to the spoil
Their own abodes: we, feeble few, conspire
To save a sinking town, involv'd in fire.
Then let us fall, but fall amidst our foes:
Despair of life the means of living shows.’
So bold a speech incourag'd their desire
Qf death, and added fuel to their fire.

“As hungry wolves, with raging appetite,
Scour thro’ the fields, nor fear the stormy night—
Their whelps at home expect the promis’d food,
And long to temper their dry chaps in blood—
So rush’d we forth at once; resolv’d to die,
Resolv'd, in death, the Iast extremes to try.
We leave the narrow lanes bebind, and dare
Th’ unequal combat in the public square:
Night was our friend; our leader was despair.”

‘ Virgil, Aeneid, 11

Nor was he [Aemilius Paulus] less severe in requir-
ing and observing the ancient Roman discipline

in military affairs; not endeavouring, when he
had the eommand, to ingratiate himself with his
soldiers by popular flattery, though this custom

* prevailed at that time amongst many, who, by

favour, and gentléness to those that were under
them in their first employment, sought to be pro-
moted to a second; but, by instructing them in the
laws of military discipline with the same care and

. exactness a priest would use in teaching ceremo-

19

20
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nies and dreadful mysterics, and’ by severity to
such as transgressed and contemned those laws, he
maintained his country in its former greatness, es-
teemning victory over enemies itself but as an ac-
cessory to the proper training and disciplining of
the citizens. -
Plutarch, Aemiltus Paulus

As horses run brisker in a chariot than singly, not
that theirjoint force divides the air with greater
ease, but because being matched one against the
other emulation kindles and inflames theit cour- .
age; thus he [Pelopidas] thought brave men, pro-
voking one another to noble actions, would prove
most serviceable, and most resolute, where all
were united together,

Plutarch, Pelopridas

Any voluntary partaking with people in their la-
bour is felt as an easing of that labour, as it scems

to take away the constraint and necessity of it. It

is the most obliging sight in the world to the Ro-
man soldier to sée a commander edi the same
bread as himself, or lie upon an ordinary bed, or
assist the work in the drawing a trench and rais-
ing a bulwark. For they do not so much admire
those that confer honours and riches upon them,
as those that partake of the same labour and dan-
ger with themselves; but Iove them better that will
vouchsafe to join in their work, than those that
encourage their idleness.

Plutarch, Caius Marius

1t grieved Nicias to hear of flight and departing
home, not that he did not fear the Syracusans, but
he was worse afraid of the Athenians, their im-
peachments and sentences; he professed that he
apprehended no further harm there, or if it must
be, he would rather die by the hand of an enemy
than by his fellow-citizens. . . . But fresh forces
now coming to the Syracusans and the sickness
growing worse in his camp, he, also, now ap-

~ proved of their retreat, and commanded the sol-

"diers to make ready to go abroad.

And when all were in readiness, and none of
the enemy had observed themi, not expecting such
a thing, the moon was eclipsed in the night, to the
great fright of Nicias and others, who, for want of
experience, or out of superstition, felt alarm at
such appearances. That the sun might be dark-
ened about the close of the month, this even ordi-
naty people now understood pretty well to be the
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effect of the moon; but the moon itself to be dark-
ened, how that could come about, and how, on
the sudden, 2 broad full moon should lose her

light, and show such various colours, was not casy.

to be comprehended; they coneluded it to be omi-
nous, and a divine intimation of some heavy ca-
lamities. . . . It so fell out with Nieias, that he
had pot at this time a skilful diviner with him; his
former habitual adviser ‘who used to moderate
much of his superstition, Stilhides, had died a lit-
tle before. For, in fact, this prodigy, as Philocho-

rus observes, was not unlucky for men w1sh1ng to.

flee, but 'on_the contrary very favourable; for

thmgs done i in fear require to be hlddcn, and the -

light is their foe. Nor was it usual to, obsr:rve signs
in the sun or moon more than three days, as Auto-
clides states in hxs Commentam: But Nicias per-
suaded them to wait another full course of the
moon, as if he had not secn it clear again as soon
as ever it bad passed the region of shadow where
the light was obstructed by the earth.

In a manner abandening all other cares, he be-
took himself wholly to his sacrifiees, tll the enemy
came upon them with their infantry, besmgmg the
forts and camp, and placing their Shlps in a circle
about the harbour. Nor did the men in the galleys
only, but the little boys everywhere got into the
flshmg-boats dnd rowed up and challenged the
Athenians, and insulted over them. . . .

" The Athenians, their loss® and slaughter bcmg

“~very great, their flight by sea cut off; their-safety -

by land so difficult, did not attempt to hinder the
enemy towing away their sl‘ups, under their eyes,
nor demanded their dead, as, indeed, their want
of burial seemed a less calamity than the leaving
behind the sick and wounded which they now had
before them. Yet more miserable still than those
did they reckon themselves, who were to work on
yet, through more such sufferings, after all to
reach the same end.

Plutarely, Nieias

Peace is only too apt to lower the reputation of
men that have grown great by arms, who natu-
rally find difficulty in adapting themselves to the
habits of civil equality.

Plutarch, Pompey

[Caesar] was so much master of the good-will and
hearty service of his soldiers that those who in
other expeditions were but ordinary men dis-
played a courage past defeating or withstanding
when they went upon any danger where Casar’s
glory was concerned. -

Plutarch, Cacsar

Cato himself acquired in the fullest measure what
it had been his least desire to seek, glory and good
repute; he was highly esteemed by all men, and
entirely beloved by the soldiers. Whatever he
commanded to be done, he himself took part in

25

the performing; in his apparel, his diet, and mode
of travelling, he was more like a commeon soldier
than an officer; but in character, high purpose,
and wisdom, he far exceeded all that had the
names and titles of commanders, and he made
himself, without knowing it, the object of general
affection.

’ Plutarch, Cato the Younger

Iphicrates the Athenian used to say that it is best
to have a mercenary soldier fond of money and of
Ppleasures, for thus he will flght the more boldly, to
procure the means to gradfy hlS desires. But most

_have been of opinion that the body ‘of an army, as

26
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Thc worthiest .

well as the natural one, when in its healthy eondi-
tion, should make no efforts apart, but in compli-

ance with its head. e )
. Plutarch, Gulba

[In] the events that followed among the Romans
upen the death of Nero , . . plain proofs were
given that nothing is more terrible than a military
foree moving about in an empire upon uninstruet-

ed and unfeasoning impulses.
Plutarch, Galbs

You can ﬁnd, much more quickly, a

witness
Who w:ll pcr_|urc hu:nself against a civilian’s law-
Slllt .
Than you w111 get one to tell the truth it Ln_]ures .
the interests

Or the good name of a soldier.
Juvenal, Satire XVI

. [soldiers] were moved by patri-
otism; many were wrought upon by the atirac-
tions of phinder; some by their private embarrass-
ments, And so, good and bad, from different

" motives, but with equal zeal, were all eager for

war. .
Tacitus, Histories, 11, 7

The arms with which a prince defends his state
are either his own, or they are mercenaries, auxil-
iaries, or mixed. Mercenaries and auxiliaries are
useless and dangerous; and if one holds his state
based on these arms, he will stand neither firm
nor safe; for they are disunited, ambitions and
without discipline, unfaithful, valiant before
friends, cowardly before enemies; they have nei-
ther the fear of God nor fidelity to men, and de-
struction is deferred only so long as the attack is;
for in peace one is robbed by them, and in war by
the enemy. The fact is, they have no other attrac-
tion or reason for keeping the field than a trifle of
stipend, which {s not sufficient to mnake them will-
ing to die for you, They are ready enough to be
your soldiers whilst you do not inake war, but if
war comes they take themselves off or run from
the foe. -

Machiavelli, Prince, X1
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Mercenary captains are either capable men or
they are not; if they are, you cannot trust them,
because they always aspire to their own greatness,
either by oppressing you, who are their master, or
others contrary to your intentions; but if the cap-
tain is not skilful, you are ruined in the usual way,
And if it be urged that whoever is armed will
act in the same way, whether mercenary or not, [
reply that when arms have to be resorted to,
either by a prince or a republic, then the prince
ought to go in person and perform the duty of
captain; the republic has to send its citizens, and
when one is sent who does not turn out satisfacto-
rily, it ought to recall him, and when one is wor-
thy, to hold him by the laws so that he does not
leave the command. And experience has shown
princes and republics, single-handed, making the
greatest progress, and mercenaries doing nothing
except damage; and it is more difficult to bring a
republic, armed with its own arms, under the
sway of one of its citizens than it is to bring one

armed with foreign arms.
Machiavelli, Prince, XII

David offered himself to Saul to fight with Go-
liath, the Philistine champion, and, to give him
courage, Saul armed him with his own weapons;
which David rejeeted as soon as he had them on
his back, saying he could make no use of them,
and that he wished to meet the enemy with his
sling and his knife. In conclusion, the arms of
others either fall from your back, or they weigh
you down, or they bind you fast.

Machiavelli, Prince, XIII

A general who disposes his army in such manner
that it can rally three several times in the eourse
of a battle, must have fortune against him three
times belore being defeated, and must have an
enemy oppaosed to him sufficiently superior to ov-
ercome him three times. But if an army can resist
only a single shock, as is the case nowadays with
the Christian armies, it may easily lose the battle.

Machiavelli, Discourses, 11, 16

To make an army victoricus in battle it is neces-
sary to inspire them with confidence, so as to
make them believe that the victory will be theirs
under any circumstances. But to give an army
such confidence they must be well armed and dis-
ciplined, and the men must know cach other;
such confidence and discipling, however, can exist
only where the troops are natives of the same
country, and have lived together for some time. It
is necessary also that they should esteem their
general, and have confidenee in his ability; and
this will not fail to be the case when they see him
orderly, watchful, and courageous, and that he
maintains the dignity of his rank by a proper rep-
utation. All this he will do by punishing faults, by
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not fadguing his troops unnecessarily, by strictly
fulfilling his promises, by showing them that vie-
tory is easy, and by concealing or making light of
the dangers which he discerns from afar.
Machiavelli, Discourses, 111, 33

There is no occupation so pleasant as the military
one, an occupation both noble in execution (for
the strongest, most generous, and proudest of all
virtues is valor) and noble in its cause: there is no
more just and universal service than the protec-
tion of the peace and greatness of your country.
. . . Death 1s more abject, more lingering and dis-
tressing, in bed than in battle; fevers and catarrhs
are as painful and fatal as a harquebus shot.
Whoever is prepared to bear valiantly the acci-
dents of everyday life would not have to swell his
courage to become a soldier.

Montaigne, Essays, 111, 13, Of Experience

Hotspur. 1 remember, when the fight was done,

When I was dry with rage and extreme toil,

Breathless and faint, leaning upon my sword,

Came there a eertain lord, neat, and trimly

dress’d,

Fresh as a bridegroom; and his chin new reap’d

Show’d like a stubble-land at harvest-home;

He was perfumed like a milliner;

And 'twixt his Iinger and his thumb he held

A pouncet-box, which ever and anon

He gave his nose and took’t away again:

Who therewith angry, when it next camc there,

Took it in snuff; and still he smiled and talk’d,

And as the soldiers bore dead bodies by,

He call’d them untaught knaves, unmannerly,

To bring a slovenly unhandsome corse

Betwixt the wind and his nobility.

With many boliday and lady terms

He question’d me; amongst the rest, demanded

My prisoners in your Majesty’s behalf.

I then, all smarting with my wounds being cold,

To be so pester’d with a popinjay,

Out of my grief and my impatience,

Answer’d neglectingly I know not what,

He should, or he should not; for he made me mad

To see him shine so brisk and smell so sweet

And talk so like a waiting-gentlewoman

Of guns and drums and wounds—God save the

mark!—

And telling me the sovereign'st thing on earth

Was parmaceti for an inward bruise;

And that it was great pity, so it was,

This villainous salt-petre should be digg’d

Qut of the bowels of the harmless carth,

Which many a good tall fcllow had destroy’d

So cowardly; and but for these vile guns,

He would himself have been a soldier.
Shakespeare, I Henpy IV, 1. 111, 30

Vernon. I have learn’d,
The King himsclf in person is set forth,
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Or hitherwards intended speedily,
With strong and mighty preparation.
Hotspur. He shall be welcome too. Where is his
son,
The nimble-footed madcap Prince of Wales,
And his comrades, that daff’d the world aside,
And bid it pass?

Ver. All furnish’d, all in arms;
All plumed Hke estridges that with the wind
Baited like eagles having lately bathed;
Glittering in golden coats, like images;

As full of spirit as the month of May,

And gorgeous as the sun at midsummer;

Wanton as youthful goats, wild as young bulls.

I saw young Harry, with his beaver on,

His cuisses on his thighs, gallantly arm’d,

Rise from the ground like feather’d Mercury,

And vaulted with such ease into his seat,

As if an angel dropp’d down from the clouds,

To turn and wind a fiery Pegasus

And witch the world with noble horsermanship.
Shakespeare, [ Henry IV, IV, i, 90

Prince of Wales. Tell me, Jack, whose fellows are
these that come after?

Falsaff. Mine, Hal, mine.

Prince. 1 did never see such pitiful rascals.

Fal Tut, tut; good enough to toss; food for pow-
der, food for powder; they'll fill a pit as well as
better: tush, man, mortal men, mortal men.

Shakespeare, [ Henry IV, 1V, ii, 67

Othello. O, now, for ever
Farewell the tranquil mind! farewell content!
Farewell the plumed troop, and the big wars,
That make ambition virtue! O, farewell!
Farewell the neighing steed, and the shrill trump,
The spirit-stirring drum, the ear-piercing fife,
The royal banner, and all quality,
Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war!
And, O you mortal engines, whose rude throats
The immortal Jove’s dread clamours counterfeit,
Farewell! Othello’s occupation’s gone!
Shakespeare, Othello, 111, i1, 347

Blessed be those happy Ages that were Strangers
10 the dreadful Fury of these devilish Instruments
of Artillery, whose Inventor I am satisfy’d is now
in Hell, receiving the Reward of his cursed Inven-
tion, which is the Cause that very often a cow-
ardly base Hand takes away the Life of the bra-
vest Gentleman, and that in the midst of that
Vigour and Resolution which animates and in-
flames the Bold, a chance Bullet (shot perhaps by
one that fled, and was frighted at the very Flash
the mischievous Piece gave, when it went off)
coming no Body knows how, or from whence, in a
Moment puts a Period to the brave Designs, and
the Life of one, that deserv’d to have surviv'd
many Years.

Cervantes, Don Quixote, 1, 38
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I know not how, but martial men are given to

love: I think it is but as they are given to wine; for

perils commonly ask to be paid in pleasures.
Bacon, Of Love

A commander of an army in chief, if he be not
popular, shall not be beloved, nor feared as he
ought to be by his army, and consequently cannot
perform that office with good success. He must
thereforc be industrious, valiant, affable, liberal
and fortunate, that he may gain an opinion both
of sufficiency and of loving his soldiers. This is
popularity, and breeds in the soldiers both desire
and courage to recommend themselves to his fa-
vour; and protects the severity of the general, in
punishing, when need is, the mutinous or negli-
gent soldiers. But this love of soldiers, if caution be
not given of the commander’s fidelity, is a danger-
ous thing to sovereign power; especially when it is
in the hands of an assembly not popular. It belon-
geth therefore to the safety of the people, both
that they be good conductors and faithful subjects,
to whom the sovereign commits his armies.
Hobbes, Levtathan, 11, 30

Satan. Innumerable force of Spirits arm’d

That durst dislike his reign, and me preferring,

His utmost power with adverse power oppos’d

In dubious Battel on the Plains of Heav'n.
Milton, Paradise Lost, 1, 101

The preservation of the army, and in it of the

whole commonwealth, requires an absolute obedi-

ence to the command of every superior officer,

and it is justly death to disobey or dispute the
most dangerous or unreasonable of them.

Locke, IT Ciuidf

Government, X1, 139

He [the king of Brobdingnag| was amazed to hear
me talk of a mercenary standing army in the
midst of peace, and among a free people. He said,
if we were governed by our own consent in the
persons of our representatives, he could not imag-
ine of whom we were afraid, or against whom we
were to fight; and would hear my opinion, wheth-
er a private man’s house might not better be de-
fended by himsell, his children, and family; than
by half a dozen rascals picked up at a venture in
the streets, for small wages, who might get an
hundred times more by cutiing their throats.
Swift, Gufliver’s Travels, 11, 6

The trade of a soldier is held the most honourable
of all others: because a soldier is a Yahoo hired to
kill in cold bleod as many of his own species, who
have never offended him, as possibly he can.
Swift, Gulltver’s Travels, IV, 5

46 Desertion in our days has grown to a very great
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height; in consequence of which it was judged
proper to punish those delinquents with death;
and yet their number did not diminish. The rea-
son is very natural; a soldier, accustomed to ven-
ture his life, despises, or affects to despise, the dan-
ger of losing it. He is habituated to the fear of
shame; it would have been therefore much better
to have eontinued a punishment which branded
him with infamy for life; the penalty was pretend-
ed to be increased, while it really diminished.
Montesquieu, Spint of Laws, VI, 12

It is said that God is always for the big battalions.
Voluaire, Letter to M. Le Riche (Feb. 6, 1770}

We talked of war. Jfoknson. “Every man thinks
meanly of kimself for not having been a soldier, or
not having been at sea.” Boswell. “Lord Mansfield
does not.” fohnson. “Sir, if Lord Manslield were in
a company of General Officers and Admirals who
have been in service, he would shrink; he’d wish
to creep under the table.” Boswell, “No; he'd think
he could fry them all.” johnson. “Yes, if he could
catch them: but they'd try him much sooner. No,
Sir; were Socrates and Charles the Twelfth of
Sweden both prescnt in any company, and Socra-
tes to say, ‘Follow me, and hear a lecture on phi-
losophy’; and Charles, laying his hand on his
sword, to say, ‘Follow me, and dethrone the Czar’;
a man would be ashamed to follow Socrates. Sir,
the impression is universal; yet it is strange, As to
the sailor, when you look down from the quarter
deck to the space below, you see the utmost ex-
tremity of human misery; such crowding, such
filth, such stench!” Boswell. “Yet sailors are hap-
py-” Johnson, “They are happy as brutes are hap-
PY, with a piece of Iresh meat,—with the grossest
sensuality. But, Sir, the profession of soldiers and
sailors has the dignity of danger. Mankind rever-
ence those who have got over fear, whieh is so
general a weakness.”

Boswell, Life of Johnson (Apr. 10, {1778)

Without regarding the danger . . . young volun-
teers never enlist so readily as at the beginning of
a new war; and though they have scarce any
chance of preferment, they figure to themselves, in
their youthful fancies, a thousand oceasions of ac-
quiring honour and distinetion which never oc-
cur, These romnantie hopes make the whole price
of their blood. Their pay is less than that of com-
mon labourers, and in actual service their fatigues
are much greater.

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, I, 10

The art of war . . . as it is certainly the noblest of
all arts, so in the progress of improvement it nec-
essarily becomes one of the most eomplicated
among them. The state of the mechanical, as well
as of some other arts, with which it is necessarily
connected, determines the degree of perfection to
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which it is capable of being carried at any partic-
ular time. But in order to carry it to this degree of
perfection, it is necessary that it should become
the sole or principal occupation of a particular
class of citizens, and the division of labour is as
necessary for the improvement of this, as of every
other art. Into other arts the division of labour is
naturally introdueed by the prudence of individu-
als, who find that they promote their private in-
terest better by confining themselves to a particu-
lar trade than by exercising a great number. But
it is the wisdom of the state only which can render
the trade of a soldier a particular trade separate
and distinct from all others. A private citizen who,
in time of profound peace, and without any par-
ticular encouragement from the publie, should
spend the greater part of his time in military exer-
cises, might, no doubt, both improve himself very
much in them, and amuse himself very well; but
he certainly would not promote his own interest.
It is the wisdom of the state only which can render
it for his interest to give up the greater part of his
time to this peculiar oecupation: and states have
not always had this wisdom, even when their cir-
cumstances had become such that the preserva-
tion of their existence required that they should
have it.

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, V, |

Before the invention of firearms, that army was
superior in which the soldiers had, each individu-
ally, the greatest skill and dexterity in the use of
their arms. Strength and agility of body were of
the highest consequenee, and commonly de-
termined the state of battles. But this skill and
dexterity in the use of their arms could be ac-
quired only, in the same manner as fencing is at
present, by practising, not in great bodies, but
each man separately, in a particular school, nnder
a particular master, or with his own particular
equals and companions. Since the invention of
firearms, strength and agility of body, or even ex-
traordinary dexterity and skill in the use of arms,
though they are far from being of no eonsequence,
are, however, of less consequence. The nature of
the weapon, though it by no means puts the awk-
ward upon a level with the skilful, puts him more
nearly so than he ever was before. All the dexteri-
ty and skill, it is supposed, which are necessary for
using it, ean be well enough acquired by practis-
ing in great bodies.

Regularity, order, and prompt obedience to
command are qualities which, in modern armies,
are of more importance towards determining the
fate of battles than the dexterity and skill of the
soldiers in the use of their arms. But the noise of
firearms, the smoke, and the invisible death to
which every man feels himself every moment ex-
posed as soon as he comes within cannon-shot,
and frequently a long time before the battle can
be well said to be cngaged, must render it very
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difficult to maintain any considerable degree of
this regularity, order, and prompt obedience, even
in the beginning of 2 modern battle. In an ancient
battle there was na noise but what arose from the
human voice; there was no smoke, there was no
invisible cause of wounds or death. Every man, till
some mortal weapon actually did approach him,
saw clearly that no such weapon was near him. In
these circumnstances, and among troops who had
some confidence in their own skill and dexterity
in the use of their arms, it must have been a good
deal less difficult 1o preserve some degree of regu-
larity and order, not only in the beginning, but
through the whole progress of an ancient battle,
and till one of the two armies was fairly defeated.
But the habits of regularity, order, and prompt
obedience to command can be aoquired only by
troops which are exercised in great bodies.
Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, V, 1

A militia . . . in whatever manner it may be
either disciplined or exercised, must always be
much inferior to a well-disciplined and well-exer-
cised standing army.

The soldiers who are exercised only once a
week, or once a month, can never be so cxpeft in
the use of their arms as those who are exercised
every day, or every other day. . . . The soldiers
who are bound to obey their officer only once a
week or once a month, and who are at all other
times at liberty to manage their own affairs their
own way, without being in any respect accounta-
ble to him, can never be under the same awe in
his presence, can never have the samc disposition
to ready obedience, with those whose whole hife
and conduct are every day directed by him, and
who every day even rise and go to bed, or at least
retire to their quarters, according to his orders. In
what is called discipline, or in the habit of ready
obedience, a militia must always be still more in-
ferior to a standing army than it may sometimes
be in what is called the manual exercise, or in the
management and use of its arms. But in modern
war the habit of ready and instant obedience is of
much greater consequence than a considerable su-
periority in the management of arms. . . .

A mihtia of any kind . . . however, which has
served for several successive campaigns In the
ficld, becomes in every respect a standing army.
The scldiers are every day exercised in the use of
their arms, and, being constantly under the com-
mand of their officers, are habituated to the same
prompt obedience which takes place in standing
armies. What they were before they took the field
is of little importance. They necessarily become in
every respect a standing army after they have
passed a few campaigns in it. Should the war in
America drag out through another campaign, the
American militia may become in every respect a
match for that standing army of which the valour
appeared, in the last war, at least not inferior to
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that of the hardiest veterans of France and Spain.
This distinction being well understood, the his-
tory of all ages, it will be found, bears testimony to
the irresistible superiority which a well-regulated

standing army has over a militia.
Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, V, 1

Men of republican principles have been jealous of
a standing army as dangerous to liberty. It cer-
tainly is so wherever the interest of the general
and that of the principal officers are not necessari-
ly connected with the support of the constitution
of the state. . . . But where the sovereign is him-
self the general, and the principal nobility and
gentry of the country the chief officers of the
army, where the military force is placed under the
command of those who have the greatest interest
in the support of the civil authority, because they
have themselves the greatest share of that authori-
ty, a standing army can never be dangerous to
liberty. On the contrary, it may in some cases he
favourable to liberty,

Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations, ¥, 1

The terror of the Roman arms added weight and
dignity to the moderation of the emperors. They
preserved peace by a constant preparation for
war; and while justice regulated their eonduct,
they announced to the nations on their confines
that they were as lintle dispesed to endure as to
offer an injury. '
Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, 1

In the purer ages of the commonwealth, the use of
arms was reserved for these ranks of citizens who
had a country to love, a property to defend, and
some share in enacting those laws, which it was
their interest, as well as duty, to maintain. But in
proportion as the public freedom was lost in ex-
tent of conquest, war was gradually improved into
an art, and degraded into a trade.
Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman
Emprre, 1

In the various states of society armies are recruit-
cd from very different motives. Barbarians are
urged by their love of war; the citizens of a free
republic may be prompted by a principle of duty;
the subjects, or at least the nobles, of a monarchy
are auimated by a sentiment of honour; but the
timid and luxurious inhabitants of a dcclining
empire must be allured into the service by the
hopes of profit, or compelled by the dread of pun-
ishment.
Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, XVI1

Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and latigue
fortify the strength and courage of karbarians. In
every age they have oppressed the polite and
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peaceful nations of China, India, and Persia, who
neglected, and still neglect, to counterbalance
these natural powers by the resources of military
art. The warlike states of antiquity, Greece, Mac-
edonia, and Rome, educated a race of soldiers;
exercised their bodies, disciplined their courage,
maultiplied their forces by regular evolutions, and
converted the iron which they possessed into
strong and serviceable weapons. But this superior-
ity insensibly declined with their laws and man-
ners: and the feeble policy of Constantine and his
successors armed and instructed, for the ruin of
the empire, the rude valour of the barbarian mer-
cenaries. The military art has been ehanged by
the invention of gunpowder; which enables man
to command the two most powerful agents of na-
ture, air and fire. Mathcmatics, chemistry, me-
chanics, architecture, have been applied to the
service of war; and the adverse partics oppose’to
each other the most elaborate modes of attack and
of defence. Historians may indignantly ohserve
that the preparations of a siegc would found and
maintain a flourishing colony; yet we cannot be
displeased that the subversion of a city should be a
work of cost and difficulty; or that an industrious
people should be protected by those arts which
survive and supply the decay of military virtue.
Cannon and fortifications now form an impregna-
ble barrier against the Tartar horse; and Europe
is secure from any future irruption of barbarians;
since, before they can conquer, they must cease to
be barbarous. Their gradual advances in the sei-
cnee of war would always be accompanied, as we
may learn from the example of Russia, with a
proportionable improvement in the arts of peace
and civil policy; and they themseives must deserve
a place among the polished nations whom they
subdue.
Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empirs, XXXVIII

The discipline of a soldier is formed by exercisc
rather than by study: the talents of a2 commander
are appropriated to those ealm, though rapid,
minds, whieh naturc produces to decide the fate of
armies and nations: the former is the habit of a
life, the latter the glance of a moment; and the
battles won by lessons of tactics may be numbered
with the epic poems created from the rules of criti-
cism.
Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, LII1

The disciplined armies always kept on foot on the
continent of Europe, though they bear a malig-
uant aspect to liberty and economy, have, not-
withstanding, been productive of the signal ad-
vantage of rendering sudden conquests
impracticable, and of preventing that rapid deso-
lation which used to mark the progress of war
prior to their introduction.

Hamilton, Federalist &
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The authorities essential to the common defence
are these: to raise armies; to build and equip
Neets; to prescribe rules for the government of
both; to direct their operations; to provide for
their support. These powers ought to exist without
limitation, because it is impossible to foresee or
define the extent and variety of national exigen-
cies, or the correspondent extent and variety of
the means which may be necessary to satisfy
them.

Hamilton, Federalist 23

As far as an army may be considered as a danger-
ous weapon of power, it had better be in those
hands of which the people are mast likely to be
jealous than in those of which they are least Jikely
to be jealous. For it is a truth, which the expen-
ence of ages has attested, that the people are al-
ways most in danger when the means of injuring
their rights are in the possession of those of whom
they entertain the least suspicion.

Hamilton, Federalist 25

Soldiers. Castles with lofty
Ramparts retaining,
Maids who are haughty,
Scornful, disdaining,
Fain I'd be gaining!
Bold is the venture,
Grand is the pay!

We let the trumpet
Summon us, wooing,
Calling to pleasure,

Oft to nndoing.
That is a storming!
Life in its splendour!

Maidens and castles
Both must surrender. '
Bold is the venture,
Grand is the pay!

Then are the soldiers
Off and away.
" Goethe, Faust, 1, 884

Of all armies, those most ardently desirous of war
are democratic armies, and of all nations, those
mest fond of peace are democratic nations; and
what makes these facts still more extraordinary is
that these contrary effects are produced at the
same time by the principle of equality.

All the members of the community, being alike,
constantly harbor the wish and discover the possi-
bility of changing their condition and improving
their welfare; this makes them fond of peace,
which is favorable to industry and allows every
man to pursue his own little undertakings to their
eompletion. On the other hand, this same equali-
ty makes soldiers dream of fields of battle, by in-
creasing the value of military honors in the eyes of
those who follow the profession of arms and by
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rendering those honors accessible to all. In either
case the restlessness of the heart is the same, the
taste for enjoyment is insatiable, the ambition of
snceess as great; the means of gratifying it alone
are different.

Tocqueville, Democracy in America,

Vol II, 111, 22

Half a league, half a league,

Half a league onward,

All in the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.

‘Forward the Light Brigade!

Charge for the guns!® he said.

Into the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.

‘Forward, the Light Brigade!’
Was there a man dismay’d?
Not tho’ the soldier knew
Some one had blunder’d.
Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs not to reason why,
Theirs but to do and die.
Into the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.

Cannon to right of them,
Cannon to left of them,
Cannon in front of them
Volley’d and thunder’d;
Storm’d at with shot and shell,
Boldly they rode and well,
Into the jaws of Death,
Into the mouth of hell
Rode the six hundred. . . .

When can their glory fade?

O the wild charge they made!
All the world wonder’d.

Honor the charge they made!

Honor the Light Brigade,
Noble six hundred!

Tennyson, The Charge of the Light Brigade

Doubtless one leading rcason why the world de-
clines honouring us whalemen, is this: they think
that, at best, our vocation amounts to a butcher-
ing sort of business; and that when actively en-
gaged therein, we are surrounded by all manner
of defilements. Butchers we are, that is true. But
butchers also, and butchers of the bloodiest badge,
have been all martial commanders whom the
world invariably delights to honour. And as for
the matter of the alleged uncleanliness of our
business, ye shall soon be initiated into certain
facts hitherto pretty generally unknown, and
which, upen the whole, will triumphantly plant
the sperm whaleship at least among the cleanliest
things of this tidy earth. But even granting the
charge in question to be true, what disordered
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shippery decks of a whale ship are comparable to
the unspeakable carrion of those battlefields from
which so many soldiers return to drink in all la-
dies’ plaudits? And if the idea of peril so much
enhances the popular conceit of the soldier’s pro-
fession; let me assure ye that many a veteran who
has freely marched up to a battery, would quickly
recoil at the apparition of the sperm whale’s vast
tail, fanning into eddies the air over his head. For
what are the comprehensible terrors of man com-
pared with the interlinked terrors and wonders of
God!

Melville, Moby Dick, XXIV

The soldier’s trade, verily and essentially, is not

slaying, but being slain. This, without well know-

ing its own meaning, the world honours it for.
Ruskin, Unfo This Last, 1, 17

In war the most deeply considered plans have no
significance. . . . All depends on the way unex-
pected movements of the enemy—that cannot be
foreseen—are met, and on how and by whom the
wheole matter is handled.

Tolstoy, War and Peace, IX, 9

Prince Andrew. Not only does a good army com-
mander not need any special qualities, on the con-
trary he needs the absenee of the highest and best
human attributes—Ilove, poetry, tenderness, and
philosophie inquiring doubt.

Tolstoy, War and Peace, IX, 11

Rostév knew by experience that men always lie
when describing military exploits . . . that noth-
ing happens in war at all as we can imaginc or
relate it.

Tolstoy, War and Peace, IX, 12

Prince Andrewe. But what is war? What is needed for
success in warfare? What are the habits of the
military? The aim of war is murder; the methods
of war are spying, treachery, and their encour-
agement, the ruin of a country’s inhabitants, rob-
bing them or stealing to provision the army, and
fraud and falsehood termed military craft. The
habits of the military class are the absence of free-
dom, that is, discipline, idleness, ignorance, cruel-
ty, debauchery, and drunkenness. And in spite of
all this it is the highest class, respected by ev-
cryone. All the kings, except the Chinese, wear
military uniforms, and he who kills most people
receives the highest rewards.

Tolstoy, War and Peace, X, 25

The profoundest and most excellent dispositions
and orders seem very bad, and every learned mili-
tarist criticizes them with looks of importance,
when they relate to a battle that has been lost,
and the very worst dispositions and orders seem
very good, and serious people fill whole volumes
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to demonstrate their merits, when thcy relate to a
batile that has been won.
Tolstoy, War and Peace, X, 28

72 The result of a battle is decided not by the orders
of a commander in chief, nor the place where the
troops are stationed, nor by the number of cannon
or of slaughtered men, but by that intangible
foree called the spirit of the army.

Tolstoy, War and Peace, X, 35

73 The activity of a commander in chief does not at
all resemble the activity we imagine to ourselves
when we sit at ease in our studies examining seme
campaign on the map, with a certain number of
troops on this and that side in a certain known
loeality, and begin our plans from some given mo-
ment. A commander in chief is never dealing with
the beginning ol any event—the position from
which we always contemplate it. The commander
in chief is always in the midst of a series of shifting
events and so he never can at any moment consid-
er the whole import of an event that is occurring,

Tolstoy, War and Peace, X1, 2

74 The army has always been the basis of power, and
it is so today. Power is always in the hands of

those who command it,
Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God Is Within Yeu

75 An army, considered ideally, is an organ for the
state’s pratection; but it is far from being such in
its origin, since at first an army is nothing but a
ravenous and lusty horde quartered in a con-
quered country; yet the cost of such an incubus
may come to be regarded as an insurance against
further attack, and so what is in its real basis an
inevitable burden resulting from a chance balance
of forces may be justified in afterthought as a ra-
tional device for defensive purposes.

Santayana, Life of Reason, 11, 3

76 The military classes, since they inherit the blood
and habits of conquerors, naturally love war and
their irrational combativeness is reinforeed by in-
terest; for in war officers ean shine and rise, while
the danger of death, to a brave man, is rather a
spur and a pleasing excitement than a terror. A
military class is therefore always recalling, fore-
telling, and meditating war; it fosters artificial
and senseless jealousies toward other governments
that possess armies; and finally, as often as not, it
precipitates disaster by bringing about the object-
less struggle on which it has set its heart.

Santayana, Life of Reason, 11, 3

14.3 | The Conditions of Peace

It is said, in some of the passages below, that
war is for the sake of peace; and it is also
said that an unjust peace is to be preferred
to a just war. The latter statement is chal-
lenged by those who question the genu-
ineness of peace without justice and who
point out that oppressive injustice breeds vi-
olence and rebellion which, as Locke ob-
serves in commenting on the etymology of
the word (re-bellare), 1s a return to war. This
difference of opinion is epitomized in two
views of the Pax Romana—the Virgilian view
of it as a boon that Rome conferred by con-
quest and the opposite view that Tacitus

gives voice to in the words of the defeated
British chieftain, Galgacus: the Romans
make a desolation, he said, and call it peace.

The basic distinction that emerges in Sec-
tion 14.] on WARFARE AND THE STATE OF WaR s
of primary relevance to the conception of
peace as a positive, not merely a negative,
state of affairs—not just the absence of actu-
al fighting, but the elimination of the need
for recourse to violence in order to settle dis-
putes. Animals, it has been asserted, bave
only one way of settling their differences—
by fighting; but men have two ways—by
fighting and by law. Civil soctety, Locke




