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CUSTOM AND CONVENTION. 

OUTLINE OF TOPICS 
PACB 

1. The distinction between nature and convention: its application to the origin of the 

state and of language 277 

2. The origin, development, and transmission of customs 278 

3. The conflict of customs: their variation from place to place 

4. The change of customs: their variation from time to time 279 

5. Custom and convention in the moral order 
5a. The conventional determination of moral judgments: the moral evaluation of 

conventions 
5b. The effect of custom on the training and character of men 280 

6. Custom'in relation to law 
6a. Constitutions, social contracts, positive laws, and manners as conventions 
6b. The force of custom with respect to law 281 

7. Custom in social life 
7a. Custom as unifying a community 
7b. Custom as a barrier between communities 282 
7jc. Custom as determining economic needs or standards 
7d. The influence of custom on the liberty of the individual 

8. Custom in relation to order and progress: the factors of tradition and invention 283 

9. The bearing of custom on thought 
9a. Custom as a source of opinion and belief: its influence on judgments of beauty 
9b. The conventionality of truth: postulation, choice among hypotheses 284 


