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not two-thirds or his day for himsell is a slave, be this need through his own action; whereas the 
he othenvise whatever he likes, statman, mer- slave, in his dependent condition, his hope and 
chant, official, or scholar. kar, is quite conscious of the need he has for his 

Nietzsche, Human, AN-Tw-Hriman, 283 master. Even if the need is at bottom equally ur- 
gent lor both, it al\c;lys works in favor of the op- 

44 In the relation of master to slave the master does pressor and against the oppressed. 
not make a point of the need that he has for the Simone de Beauvoil; The ,Y*rond Sex, Intro. 
other; he has in his grasp the power of satisfying 

1 0 -8 1 Classes and Class Co? JIict 

The notion of the class struggle or class c.on- 
flict was not invented by Karl Marx, though 
i t  is often attributed to him, as is also the 
conception of a classless society. The reader 
will find a passage from the Republic in 
kyhich Plato declares that there are two cit- 
ies, not one: the city of the rich and the city 
of the poor; and they are forever in conflict 
with one another. The  reader will also find 
a statement by Aristotle setting forth his 
conception of the ideal polity as one that 
approximates classlessness through the over- 
whelming preponderance of a middle class, 
neither rich nor poor. 

Toynbee's observation that war and class 
are the twin evils that have plagued all his- 
toric civilizations and brought their down- 
fall is corroborated by much that is said in 
the quotations gathered below. Among the 
class divisions mentioned. the two that have 
exerted the greatest divisiveness upon soci- 
ety are, first, the chasm that separates the 
haves from the have-nots, the rich from the 
poor, the pl-operlied class from the unprop- 
ertied; and the second, the one that sets a 
ruling class apart from a subject class, those 
with political power and privileges and 

those excluded from active participation in 
political life. 

The acceptance of class divisions and 
class conflict is not confined to the ancients. 
The reader will find it in quotations drawn 
from Montesquieu, Rousseau. and even 
fronl Thomas Jefferson, who, in proposing 
an educational system for Virginia, thought 
of the children as divided into those who 
were destined (or labor and those who were 
destined for leisure and learning. The read- 
er will also find a quotation from the tenth 
Federalst paper, in which Madison argucs 
that since factions and factional conflict 
cannot be eliminated from socicty, the best 
we can hope to do is to find ways of rerne- 
dying or attenuating their baneful effects. 

A class-structnred society prornotes and 
preserves inequalities of treatment, status, 
and opportunity. Hence those who advocate 
a universal equality of condi t ions  favor the 
ideal of a classless society. For other relevant 
discussion, the reader i s  referred to Section 
11.2 on WEALTH AND,POVERTY, Section 13.13 on 
EQUALITY, Section I 0.4 on GOVERNMENT OF AND 

BY THP PEOPLE: REPUBLIC AND DEMOC'R%CY, and 
Section 10.9 on REVOI,UT~ON. 



1 Tjzeseur. The classes of citizens are three. The rich 
Are useless, always lusting after more. 
Those who have not, and live in want, are amen- 

ace, 
Ridden with envy and fooled by demagogues; 
Their malice stings the owncrs. Of the three, 
The middle part saves cities: it p a r d s  the order 
A community establishes. 

Euripides, Subpliant Women, 238 

2 Any city, however snrall, is in fact divided into 
two, one the city of the poor, the other of the rich; 
these are at war with one another; and in either 
there are many smaller divisions, and you would 
be altogether beside the mark if you treated them 
all as a single State. 

Plato, Republic, IV, 422B 

3 The city of Hippodamus was composed of 10,000 
citizens divided into three parts,-one of artisaris, 
one of husbandmen, and a third of armed defend- 
ers of the state. He also divided the land into chree 
parts, one sacred, one public, the third private:- 
the Iirst wm set apart to maintain the customary 
worship of the gods, the second was to support the 
wkiors, the third was the property of .  the hus- 
bandmen. 

Aristotle, Politics, 1267630 

4 States . . . are composed, .not of one, but of many 
. elements. One element is the i o ~ d - ~ r o d u c h ~  

clas, who are called husbandmen; a sewnd, the 
CIS of mechanics who practise the arts without 
which a city cannot exist;--of these arts some are 
absolutely ncccssary, others contribute to luxury 
or to the grace of life. The third class is that of 
traders, and by traders I mean those who are en- 
gaged ill buying aud selling, whether in corn- 
merce or in retail trade. A fourth class is that of 
the serfs or labourers. The warriors make up the 
fifth class, and they are as necessary as any of the 
others, if the country is not to be the slave of every 
invader. 

Arisrotle, Politics, 1290b38 

5 All elaim to possess politieal abiIity, and think 
that they are quite competent to fill most offices. 
But the same persons cannot be rich and poor at 
the same time. For this reason the rich and the 
poor are regarded in an especial sense as parts of a 

state. Again, beuuse the rich are generally few in 
number, while the poor are many, they appear to 
be antagonistic, and as the one or the other pre- 
vails they form the government. Hence arises the 
common opinion that there are two kinds of gov- 
ernm&tdemocracy and oligarchy. 

Aristotle, ~olitiis,  129 1 b5 

6 The best political community is foirned by citi- 
zens of the middle elass, and . . . those states are 
likely to be well-administered, in whieh the mid- 
dle class is large, and stronger i£ possible than 

both the other clases, or at  any rate than either 
singly; for the addition of thc middle class turns 
the scale, and prevents either of the extremes from 
being dominant. Great then is the good fortune of 
a state in ~+iich the citizens have a moderate and 
sufficient propert).; for where some possess much, 
and the others nothing, there may arise an ex- 
treme democracy, or a pure oligarehy; or a tyran- 
ny may grow out of either extreme,--either out of 
the most rampant democracy, or out of an oli- 
prehy; but it is not so likely, to arise out of the 
middle constitutions and those akin to them. 

Aristotle, Politics, 1 295b35 

7 Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to 
desolation; and every eity or house divided 
against itself shall not stand. 

Mattha 12:25 

8 Of all his measures the most eommended was his 
distribution of the people by their trades into 
companies or guilds; for as the city consisted, or 
rather did not eonsist of, but was diyided into, two 
different tribes, the divenity bebeen which could 
not be effaeed and in the meantime prevented all 
unity and caused perpetual tumult and ill-blood, 
reflecting how hard substances that do not readily 
mix when in the lump may, by being beaten into 
powder, in that minute form be 'combined, he 
INuma Pompilius] resolved to divide the whole 
population into a number of small divisions, and 
thus hoped, by introducing other distinctions, to 
obliterate the original and great distinction, 
which would be lost among the smaller. So, distin- 
guishing the whoIe paople by the several arts and 
trade, he formed the companies of 'mnsicians, 
goldsmiths, carpenters, dyers, shoemakers, skin- 
ners, braziers, and potters; and all other handi- 
craftsmen he composed and reduced into a single 
eompany, appointing every one their proper 
courb, councils, and religious observances. In this 
manner all factious distinctions began, for the first 
time, to p.zs out of use, no person any Iongcr 
being either thought of or spoken of under the 
notion 01 a,Sabine or a Roman, a Romulian or a 
Tatian; and the new division became a source of 
general harmony and intermixture. 

Plutarch, h. '~ra  Pqbiliw 

9 The Athenians, now the Cylonian sedirion was 
over and the polluted gone into banishment, fell 
into their old quarrels about .the government, 
there being as  many different parties as there 
were diversities in the country. The Hi11 quarter 
favoured democracy, the Plain, oligarchy, and 
thosc that lived by the Seaside stood for a mixed 
sort of government, and so hindered either of the 
other parties from pevailing. And the disparity of 
fortune between the rich and the poor, at that 
rime, also reached its height; so that the city 
seemed to be in a truly dangerous condition, arid 
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no other means for freeing it from disturbances 
and settling it to be possible but a despotic power. 
All the people were indebted to the rich; and 
either they tilled their land for their creditors, 
paying them a sixth part of the increase, and 
were, therefore, called Hectemorii and Thetes, or 
else they engaged their body for the debt, and 
might be seized, and either sent into slavery at 
home, or sold to strangers; some (for no law for- 
bade it) were forced to sell their children, or fly 
their country to avoid the cruelty of their cred- 
itors; but the most part and the bravest of them 
began to combine together and encourage one an- 
other to stand to it, to choose a leader, to liberate 
the condemned debtors, divide the land, and 
change the government. 

Plutarch, Solon 

10 Don Quzxote. All the Lineages and Descents of 
Mankind, are reduceable to these four Heads: 
First, Of those, who from a very small and obscure 
Beginning, have rais'd themselves to a spreading 
and prodigious Magnitude. Secondly, Of those 
who deriving their Greatness from a noble Spring, 
still preserve the Dignity and Character of their 
original Splendor. A Third, Are those who, 
though they had large Foundations, have ended 
in a Point like a Pyramid, which by little and 
little dwindle as it were into nothing, or next to 
nothing, in comparison of its Basis. Others there 
are (and those are the Bulk.of Mankind) who 
have neither had a good Beginning, nor a rational 
Continuance, and whose Ending shall therefore 
be obscure; such are the common People, the Ple- 
beian Race. The Ottoman Family is an Instance of 
the first Sort, having deriv'd their present Great- 
ness from the poor Beginning of a base-born 
Shepherd. Of the second Sort, there are many 
Princes who being born such, enjoy their Domin- 
ions by Inheritance, and leave them to their Suc- 
cessors without Addition or Dirnunution. Of the 
third Sort, there is an infinite Number of Exam- 
ples; for all the Pharaohs and Ptolomzes of Egypt, 
your Caesars of Rome, and all the Swarm (if I may 
use that Word) of Princes, Monarchs, Lords, 
Medes, Assymns, Persians, Greeks and Barbanans: All 
these Families and Empires have ended in a 
Point, as well as those who gave rise to 'em: for it 
were impossible at this Day to find any of their 
Descendants, or if we cou'd find 'em, it would be 
in a poor groveling Condition. As for the Vulgar, 
I say nothing of 'em, more than that they are 
thrown in as Cyphers to increase the Number of 
Mankind, without deserving any other Praise. 

Cervantes, Don Quote, 11, 6 

11 There are four classes of men who pay the debts of 
the state: the proprietors of the land, those en- 
gaged in trade, the labourers and artificers, and, 
in fine, the annuitants either of the state or of 
private people. Of these four classes the last, in a 

case of necessity one would imagine, ought least to 
be spared, because it is a class entirely passive, 
while the state is supported by the active vigour of 
the other three. But as it cannot be higher taxed, 
without destroying the public confidence, of 
which the state in general and these three classes 
in particular have the utmost need; as a breach in 
the public faith cannot be made on a certain 
number of subjects without seeming to be made 
on all; as the class of creditors is always the most 
exposed to the projects of ministers, and always in 
their eye, and under their immediate inspection, 
the state is obliged to give them a singular protec- 
tion, that the part which is indebted may never 
have the least advantage over that which is the 
creditor. 

Montesquieu, Spznt of Laws, X X I I ,  18 

12 Every political society is composed of other small- 
er societies of different kinds, each of which has its 
interests and its rules of conduct: but those soci- 
eties which everybody perceives, because they 
have an external and authorised form, are not the 
only ones that actually exist in the State: all indi- 
viduals who are united by a common interest 
compose as many others, either transitory or per- 
manent, whose influence is none the less real be- 
cause it is less apparent, and the proper observa- 
tion of whose various relations is the true 
knowledge of public morals and manners. The in- 
fluence of all these tacit or formal associations 
causes, by the influence of their will, as many dif- 
ferent modifications of the public will. The will of 
these particular societies has always two relations; 
for the members of the association, it is a general 
will; for the great society, it is a particular will; 
and it is often right with regard to the first object, 
and wrong as to the second. An individual may be 
a devout priest, a brave soldier, or a zealous sena- 
tor, and yet a bad citizen. A particular resolution 
may be advantageous to the smaller community, 
but pernicious to the greater. It is true that partic- 
ular societies being always subordinate to the gen- 
eral society in preference to others, the duty of a 
citizen takes precedence of that of a senator, and a 
man's duty, of that of a citizen: but unhappily 
personal interest is always found in inverse ratio 
to duty, and increases in proportion as the associa- 
tion grows narrower, and the engagement less sa- 
cred; which irrefragably proves that the most gen- 
eral will is always the most just also, and that the 
voice of the people is in fact the voice of God. 

Rousseau, Politrcal Economy 

13 It is on the middle classes alone that the whole 
force of the law is exerted; they are equally pow- 
erless against the treasures of the rich and the 
penury of the poor. The first mocks them, the sec- 
ond escapes them. The one breaks the meshes, the 
other passes through them. 

Rousseau, Political Economy 



14 Are not all the advantages of society for the rich 
and powerful? Are not all lucrative posts in their 
hands? Are not all privileges and exemptions re- 
served for them alone? Is not the public authority 
always on their side? If a man of eminence robs 
his creditom, or is guilty of other knaveries, is he 
not always assured of impunity? Are not the as- 
saults, acts of violence, asassina~ions, and even 
murders eommitked by the great, matters that arc 
hushed up iu a few months, and of which nothing 
more is thought? BUL if a great man himself is 
robbed or insulted, the whole police force is im- 
mediately in motion, and woe even to innocent 
persons who chance to be suspected. If he has to 
pars through any dangerous road, the country is 
u p  in  arms to escort him. I[ the axle-tree of his 
chaise breaks, everybody flies to his assistance. If 
there is a noisc at his door, he speaks but a word, 
and all is silent. If he is incommoded by the 
crowd, he waves his hand and every one makes 
way. I1 his coach is met on the road by a wagon, 
his servants are ready to beat the driver's brains 
out, and fifty honest pedestrians going quietly 
about their business had better be knocked on the 
head than an idle jackanapes be delayed in his 
coach. Yet all this respect costs him not a far- 
thing: it  is the rich man's right, and not what he 
buys with his wealth. How different is the case of 
the poor man! the more humanity owes him, the 
more swiety denies him. Every door is shut 
against him, even when he has a right to its being 
opened: and if ever he obtains ,justice, it is with 
much greater difficulty than others obtain fa- 
vours. It the militia is to be raised or the highway 
to be mended, he is always given the preference; 
he always bears the burdcn which his richer 
neighbour has influence enough to get exempted 
from. On the least accident that happens to him, 
everybody avoids him: iI his cart be overturned in 
the road, so far is he from receiving any assistance, 
that he is lucky if  he does nor get horse-whipped 
by the impudent lackeys of some young Duke; in 
a word, all gratuitous assistance is denied to the 
poor when they need it, just bccause they cannot 
pay for it. 1 look upon any poor man as totally 
undone, if  he has the misfortune to have an honest 
heart, a fine daughter, and a powerful neighbour. 

Rousseau, PoItllcol Economy 

15 I mentioned that. old Mr. Sheridan complained of 
the ingratitude of Mr. Wedderburne and General 
Fraser, who had been much obliged to him when 

. they were young Scotchmen entering upon life in 
England. Johnson. "Why, Sir, a man is very apt ro 
complain 01 thc ingratitude of thase who have ris- 
en far above him. A man when he gers into a 
higher sphere, into othcr habits of life, cannot 
keep up all his former connections. Then, Sir. 
rhose who knew him formerly upon a lcvel with 
themselves, may think that they ought still to be 
treated as on a level, which cannot be; and a n  

acquaintance in a Iormer situation may bring out 
things which i t  would be very disagreeable to 
have mentioned before higher company, though, 
perhaps, every body knows (,[ them." He placed 
this subject in a new light to me, and shewed that 
a man who has risen in the world, must not be 
condemned too harshly for being disrant to former 
acquaintance, even though he rnay have been 
much obliged to them. It is, no doubt, to be 
wished that a proper degree of attention should be 
shewn by great men to their early friends. But if 
either from obtuse insensibility to difference of sit- 
uation, or presumptuous fonuardness, which will 
not submit even to an  exteriour observance of it, 
the dignity of high place cannot be preserved, 
when they are admitted into the comparly of those 
raiscd above the state in which they once were, 
encroachment must be repelled, and the kindel 
feelings sacrificed. 

Bosrvell, LIfe o j  johnsmr (Mar. 28, 1776) 

16 Men may live together in socicty with some toler- 
able degree of security, though there is no civil 
magistrate to protect them from the injustice of 
t h e  passions. Bur avarice a d  ambition i n  the 
rich, in the poor the hatred of labour and the love 
of present ease and erljoyme~lt, are the passions 
which prompt to invade property, passions much 
morc steady in their operation, and much more 
universal in their influence. 

Adam Smith, M.'ta[lfi of Nal~un~, v, 1 

17 Civil government, so far as it is instituted [or the 
security of property, is In reality instituted Lor the 
defence of the rich against the poor, or of those 
who have some property against those who have 
none a t  all. 

Adam Smith, Ct'eallfi of Nuticns, V, 1 

18 At the discharging of the pupils from theelemen- 
lary schools, the two classes separate-those des- 
tined for labor will engagc in the businw of agri- 
culture or entcr into apprenticeships to such 
handicraft art as may be their choice; their com- 
panions, destined to the p ~ s i i i t s  o[ science, will 
procced to the college, which will consist first of 
general schools and second of professional schools. 
The general schools will constitnte the se&nd 
grade of education. 

The learned class may still be subdivided into 
two sections; first, those who are destined for 
learned professions, as a means of livelihood; and 
second, the wealthy, who, pooessing independent 
fortunes, may aspire to share in conducting the 
affairs ot the nation or to live with usefrllnes and 
respect in the private ranks or lib. Both of these 
sections will require instruction in all tile higher 
branches of science; the wealthy to qualify them 
lor either public or private life; the professional 
section will need those branches especially which 
are the basis of thcir future profession, and a gen- 
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era1 knowledge of the others as auxiliary to that 
and necessary to their standing and associating 
with the scientific class. 

Jefferson, Lctln to Pckr Carr 
(Sepf. 7, 181 4) 

19 Most of the crimes which disturb the internal 
peace of society are produced by the restraints 
which the necessary, but unequal, laws of proper- 
ty have impcsed on the appeiites of mankind, by 
confining to a few the possession of t h w  objects 
that are coveted by many. Of all our passions and 
appetita, the love of power is of the most imperi- 
ous and unsociable nature, since the pride of one 
man requires the subnlission of the multitude. In 
the tumult of civil discord, the laws of society losc 
their force, and their place is seldom supplied by 
chose of humanity. The ardour of contention, the 
pride of vietory, the dapair of success, the memo- 
ry of past injuries, and the fear of future dangers, 
all contribute to inflame the mind, and to silencc 
the voice of pity. From such motives almost every 
page of history has been stained with civil blood. 

Gibbon, Dctlinr and Fall 
o j  the Roman Empire, JV 

20 When Cacsar subdued the Gauls, that grcat nation 
was already divided into three orders of men; the 
clergy, the-nobility, and the common people. The 
first governed by superstition, the second by arms, 
but the third and last was not of any weight or 
account in their ~ u b l i c  councils. It  was very natu- 
ral for the plebeians, oppressed by debt or appre- 
hensive 01 injuries, to implore the protection of 
some powerful chief, who acquired over their per- 
sons and property the same absolute rights m, 
among the Greeks and Romans, a master exer- 
cised over his slaves. 'The greatest part of the na- 
tion was gradually reduced in a state of .servitude; 
compelled to perpetual labour on the estates of 
the Gallic nobles, and confined to the soil, either 
by the real weight of fetters, or by the no less cruel 
and forcible restraints of the laws. During the long 
series 01 troubles which agitated Gaul, from the 
reign of Gallienus to that of Diocletian, the condi- 
tion of thme servile peasants was peculiarly miser- 
able; and they experienced at once the eomplicat- 
ed tyranny of their masters, of the barbarians, of 
the soldiers, and of the officers of the rcvenue. 

Their patience was at Last provoked into de- 
spair. On every side they rose in multitudes, 
armed with rustic weapons, and wilh irresistible 
fury. The ploughman became a toot soldier, the 
shepherd mounted on horseback, the deserted vil- 
lages and open towns were abandoncd to the 
flames, and +e ravaqcs of the peasants equalled 
those of the fiercest barbarians. They asscrteci the 
natural rights of men, but they asserted those 
rights nith the most savage cruelty. The Gallic 
nobles, justly dreading their revenge, either took 
refuge in the fortified cities, or fled from the wild 

scene of anarchy. The peasanis reigned without 
control; and two of their most daring leaders had 
the folly and rashness to assume the Imperial or- 
naments. Their power soon expired a t  rhe ap- 
proach of the legions. The strength of union and 
discipline obtained a n  easy victory over a licen- 
tious and divided multitude. A severe retaliation 
was inflicted on the peasants who were found in 
arms: the affrighted remnant returned to heir  re- 
spective habitations, and their unsuccessful eflort 
for freedom served only to confirm their slavery. 
So strong and uniform is the curreut of popular 
passions, that we might alniost venture, from very 
scanty materials, to relate the particulals of this 
war; but we are not disposed to believe that the 
principal leaders. ..Elianus and Arnandus, were 
Christians, or to insi~~uate that the rebellion. as it  
happened in the time oi Luther, was occasioned 
by the abusc of those benevolent prineiples of 
Christianity which inculcate the natural freedom 
of mankind. 

Gibbon, D e c l i ~  and FoN " 

oJ 1h6 Roman Etnpirc, XI11 

21 Such i s  the consrit~ltion of civil society, that, 
whilst a few persons are distinguished by riches, 
by honours, and by knowledge, the body of the 
people is condemned to obscurity, ignorance, and 
poverty. 

Gibbon, Decline and Full 
o j  !ti Roman Empire, XV 

22 Those who contend for a simple democracy, or a 
pure republic, actuated by the sense of the majori- 
ty and operating within narrow limits, assume or 
suppose a w which is altogether fictitious. They 
found their reasoning on the idea that the people 
conlposing the society enjoy not only au equality 
of political rights but that they have all precisely 
the same interests and the same feelings in every 
respect. Were this in reality thc caqe, their reason- 
ing would be conclusive. The interest of the ma- 
jority would be that of the minority, also; the de- 
cisions could only turn on mere opinion 
concerning the good of the whole, of which the 
major voice would be the safest criterion; and 
within a small sphere, this voice could be most 
easily collected and the public affairs most accu- 
rately managcd. 

We know, however, that no society ever did, or 
can, consist of so homogeneous a mass of citizens. 
In the savage state, indeed, an approach is made 
toward it, but in that state litde or no government 
is necessary. In all civilized societies distinctions 
are various and unavoidable. A distinction of 
property rcsults from that very protection which a 
free government gives to unequal faculties of ac- 
quiring it. There will be rich and poor; creditors 
and debtors; a landed interest, a mo'nied interest, 
a mkrcantile interest, a manufacturing interesr. 
These classes may again be subdivided according 



to the different productions of different situations 
and soils, and according to different branches of 
commerce and of manufactures. In addition to 
these natural distinctions, artificial ones will be 
founded on accidental differences in political, reli- 
gious, or ocher opir~ions, or an attachment to the 
persons of leading individuals. However erroneous 
or ridiculous rhese grounds of dissension and fac- 
tion may appear to the enlightened statesman or 
the benevolent philompher, thc bulk of mankind, 
who are neither statesmen nor philosophers, will 
continue to view them in a different light. 

Madison, Lctlpr &Jdjer~on (0~1. 24, 1787) 

23 By a faction, I understand a number of citizens, 
whether amounting to a majority or minority of 
the whole, who are united and actuated by some 
eommon impulse of passion. or of interest, adverse 
to the rights of other citizens, or to the permanent 
and aggregate interests of the community. 

There are two methods of curing the mischiefs 
o i  faction: the one, by removing its causes; the 
other, by cantrolling its ellects. 

There are again rwo methods of removing the 
causes of faction: the one, by destroying the liber- 
t y  whieh is essential to its existence: the other, by 
giving to every citizen the same opinions, the 
same passions, and the same interests. . . . 

T h e  second expedient is as impracticable as the 
first would be unwise. As long as the reason of 
man continues Iallible, and he is at  liberty to exer- 
cise it, different opinions will be lonned. As long 
as the connection subsists between his reason and 
his self-love, his opinions and his passions will 
have a reciprocal influence on each other; and the 
former will be objects to which the latter will at- 
tach themselves. The diversity in the faculties of 
men, from which the rights of property originate, 
is not lcss an insuperable obstacle to a uniformity 
of interests. The protection oi these faculties is the 
first object of government. From the protection of 
different and unequal faculties of acquiring prop- 
erty, the possession of different degrees and kinds 
of property immediately results; and from the in- 
fluence 01 these on the sentinlents and views of the 
respective proprietors, ensues a division of the so- 
ciety into different interests and parties. 

The latent causes of facrion are thus sown in 
the nature of man; and we see thcm everywhere 
brought into different degrees of activity, accord- 
ing to  the different circumstances of civil society. 
A zeal for different opinions concerning religion, 
concerning government, and many other points, 
as well of speculation as of practice; an  attach- 
rnerrt of different leaders ambitiously contending 
fnr pre-eminence and power: or to persons of 
other dacliptions whose Iortunw have been inter- 
esting to the human passions, have, in turn, divid- 
ed mankind itlto parties, inflamed them with mu- 
tual animosity, and rendered them much more 
disposed to vex and oppress each other than to 

cooperace for their common good. So strong is this 
propensity of mankind to fall into mutual anirnm- 
iries, that where no substantial occasion presents 
itself, the most frivolous and fanciful distinctions 
have, been sufficient to kindle their unfriendly 
passions and exeite their most violent conflicts. 
But the most common and durable source of fac- 
lions has been the various and unequal distribu- 
tion of property. Thme who hold and those who 
are without property have ever formed distinct in- 
terests in society. Those who arc creditors, and 
t h e  who are  debtors, fall under a like dixrimi- 
nation. A landed interest, a manufacturing inrer- 
est, a mercantile interest, a moneyed interest, with 
many l m e r  interests. grow up  of necessity in civil- 
iscd nations, and divide them into different 
classes, actuated by different sentiments and 
views. The  regulation of these various and inter- 
fering interests forms the principal task of modern 
legislation, and involves the spirit of party and 
faction in the necessary and ordinary operations 
of the government . . . 

I t  is in vain to say that enlightened statcsmen 
will be able to adjust these clashing interests, and 
render them all subservient to the public good. 
Enlightened statesmen will not always be a t  the 
helm. Nor. in many cases, can such an adjusanent 
be made a t  all without taking into view indirect 
and remote considerations, which will rarely pre- 
vail over the immediate interest which one party 
may find in disregarding the rights of another or 
the good of the whole. 

The inference to which we are brought is, that 
the cowts of faction cannot be removed, and that 
relief is only to be sought in the means of control- 
ling its cfferrs. 

Madison, Fcdrrol~~t 10 

24 It is of great importance in a republic not only to  
guard the society against the oppression of its rul- 
ers, but to guard one part of the sociecy against 
the injustice of the other p a r t  Different interests 
necessarily exist in difierent cla.ses of citizens. J f  a 
majority be united by a common interest, the 
rights of the minority will be insecure. There are 
but two methods of providing against this evil: the 
one by creating a will in the eonrmunity indepen- 
dent of the majority-that is, of the society itsel[; 
the  orher, by comprehending in the society so 
many separate descriptions of citizens as  will ren- 
der an  unjust combination of a majority of the 
whole very improbable, if not impracticable. 

Hamilton or Madison, Fedmli~f 51 

25 It appears that a society constituted according to 
the most beautiful lorm that imagination can con- 
ceive, with benevolence for its moving principle, 
instead of sell-love, and with every evil disposition 
in all its members corrected by reason and not 
force, would, from the inevitable laws of nature, 
and not from any original depravity of man, in a 
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very short period degenerate into a society con- 
structed upon a plan not essentially different from 
that which prevails in every known state at pre- 
sent; I mean a society divided into a cIas of pro- 
prietors, and a class of laborers, and with self-love 
the main spring of the great machine. 

hlalthus, Population, X 

26 The ways and means of sharing in the capital of 
society are left to each man's particular choice, 
but the subdivision of civil society into different 
general branches is a necessity. Thc family is the 
first precondition of the mte ,  but c las  divisions 
are the second. The importance of the latter is due 
to the fact that although private persons are self- 
seeking, they are compelled to direct their atten- 
tion to others. Here then is the root which mn- 
nects self-seeking to the universal, i.e. to the state, 
whose care it  must be that this tie is a hard and 
fast one. 

In our day agriculture is conducted on methods 
devised by reflective thinking, i.e. like a factory. 
This has giyen it a character like that of indusuy 
and contrary to its natural one, Still, the agricul- 
tural clas  will always rctain a mode of life which 
is patriarchal and the substantial frame of mind 
proper to such a life. Tkre member of this cIass 
accepts unreflectively what is given Kim and takes 
what he gets, thanking Cod for it a~hd living in 
faith and confidence that this goodness will wn- 
tinue. What comes to him suffices him; once it is 
consumed, more comes again. This is the simple 
attitude of mind not concentrated on the struggle 
for riches. It may be described as the attitude of 
the old nobility which just ate what there was. SO 
far as this class is mncerued, nature d o e  the ma- 
jor part, while individual effort is secondary. In 
the business class, however. it is intelligenu: which 
is the essential thing, and natural products can be 
treated onIy as raw materials. 

In the business class, the individual is thrown 
back on himself, and this feeling of self-hood is 
most intimately connected with the demand for 
law and .order. The sense of freedom and order 
has therefore arisen above all in towns. The agri- 
cultural class, on the other hand, has little occa- 
sion to think of itself; what it obtains is the gik of 
a stranger, of nature. Its feeling of dependence is 
fundamental to it, and with this feeling there is 
readily asmciated a willingness to submit to what- 
ever rnay befall it at other men's hands. The agri- 
cultural c las  is thns more inclined to subservi- 
ence, the business class to freedom. 

When we say that a man must be a "some- 
body," we mean that he should belong to m e  
specific social cIas, since to be a somebody means 
to have substantive being. A man with no class is 
a mere private person and his universality is not 
actualized. O n  the other hand, the individual in 
his particularity may take himself as the universal 
and presume that by entering a dass he is surren- 

dering hinlself to an indignity. This is the false 
idea that in attaining a determinacy necessary to 
it, a thing is restricting and surrendering itself. 

Hegel, Philosophy oJ Rkht, 
Additions, Pars. 201-207 

27 The middle class, to which civil servants belong, is 
politically conscious and the one in which educa- 
tion is most prominent. For this reason it is also 
the pillar of the state so far as honesty and intelli- 
gence are concerned. A state without a middle 
class must therefore remain on a low level. 

Hegel, PhiLosophy of Righ, 
Additions, Par. 297 

28 On the whole, the class of landed property owners 
is divided into an educated section and a section 
of farmers. But over against both of these sorts of 
people there stands the busine~s class, which is de- 
pendent on needs and concentrated on their satis- 
[action, and the civil servant clas,'which 'is essen- 
tially dependent on the mate. ,The security and 
stability of the agricultural class may be stillfur- 
ther increased by the insritution of primogeniture, 
though this institution is desirable only froni thc 
point of view of politics, since it entails a sacrifice 
for the political end of giving the eldest son a life 
of hdependenk. 

. . Hegel, Philosc$&~ of Righl, 
Additions, Par. 306 

29 "lt'S always best on these occasions to do what the 
mob do." 

"But suppose there are trvo mobs?" suigested 
Mr. SnFgrass. 

"Shout wiih the largest," replied Mr. Pickwick. 
Dickens, Pickitrick P+srs, >;I11 

30 The Man;fcs!c~ b c h  ourjoint production, 1 consid- 
er myself bound to state that the fundamental 
proposition which forms its nucleus b e l o n ~  to 
Marx. That proposition is: That in every hiGori- 
cal epoch the prevailing mode of economic pro- 
duction and exchange, and the social organiza- 
tion necessarily following from it, form the basis 
upon which is built up, and from which alone can 
be explained, the political and intellectual history 
of that epoch; that, consequently, the whole histo- 
ry- of mankind (since the dissolution of primitive 
tr~bal society, holding land in common owner- 
ship) has been a history of class struggles, contests 
between pploiting and exploited, ruling and op- 
pressed classes; that the history of these class 
struggles forms a series of evolutions in which, 
nowadays, a stage has been reached where the 
exploited and oppressed class-the pmletariat- 
cannot attain its emancipation from the sway of 
the exploiting and ruling c las - the  bourgeoisie- 
without at the same time, and once and for all, 
emancipating society at  large from all exploita- 
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tion, opprcsion, class distinctions and class strug- 
gles. 

This proposition, which in my opinion is des- 
tined to do for history what Darwin's theory has 
done for biology, we, both of us, had been gradu- 
ally approaching for some years before 1845. How 
far I had independently progrcsscd towards it is 
best shown by my Condition of h e  Working Class in 
England. But when I again met Marx at Brusscls 
in the spring of 1845, he had it already worked 
out, and put it before me in terms almost as clear 
as those in whieh I have stated it here. 

Engels, Communist Mun~tslo, Pref. 

31 The history of all hitherto existing society is the 
history of class struggles. 

Marx and Engels, Cornrnunisl Manifsto, I 

32 The bourgeoisie has played a most revolutionary 
role in histor-. 

The bourgeoisie, wherever it has got the upper 
hand, has put an end to all feudal, patriarchal, 
idyllic relations. It has pitilessly torn asunder the 
motley feudal ties that bound man to his "natural 
superiors," and has left no other bond between 
man and man than naked self-interest, than cal- 
lous "cash payment." It has drowned the most 
heavenly ecstasies of religious fervour, of chival- 
rous enthusiasm, of philistine sentimentalism, in 
the icy water of egotistical calculation. It has re- 
solved personal wirth into exehangc value, and in 
place of the numberlesss indefe&ble chartered 
freedoms has set up  that single, unconscionable 
freedom-Free Trade. In one word, for exploita- 
tion, veiled by religious and political illusions, it 
has substituted naked, shamelm, direct, brutal 
exploitation. 

Marx and Engels, Comrntmist Man;fcdo, I 

33 The essential condition for the cxistenee and sway 
of the bourgeois class is the formation and aug- 
mentation of eapital; the condition for capital is 
wage labour. Wage labour rests exclusively on 
competition betwecn the labourers The advance 
of industry, who= involuntary promoter is the 
bourgeoisic, replaces the isolation ol the labourers, 
due to mmpetition, by their revolutionary combi- 
nation, due to association. The development of 
modem industry, therefore, arm from under its 
[eet the very foundation on which the bourgeoisie 
produces and appropriates products. What the 
bourgeoisie, therefore, produces above all are its 
own grave-diggers. Its [all and the victory of the 
proletariat are equally inevitable. 

Marx and Engels, GommunisI Manifesro, 1 

34 Political power, pmpcrly so called, is merely the 
organized power of one clas for oppressing anoth- 
er. If the proletariat during its contest with the 
bourgeoisie is compelled by the lorce of circun- 
stances to organize itself as a clas; if by means of 

a revolution it makes itself the ruling class and, as 
such, weeps away by force the old conditions of 
production, then it wilI, along with these condi- 
tions, have swept away the conditions for the exis- 
tence of class antagonisms and of elasses generally, 
and will thereby have abolished its own suprema- 
cy as a elm.  

In place of the old bourgeois society, wirh its 
classes and elass antagonisms, we shall have an 
association in which the free deveiopment of each 
is the condition for the free development of all. 

Marx and Engels, Cornmunirl Mani/rto, 11 

35 The reason why, in any tolerable eonstituted soci- 
ety, justice and the general interest mostly in the 
end carry their point, is that the separate and seH- 
ish interests of mankind are almost always divid- 
ed; some are interested in what is wrong, but 
some, also, have their private interest on the side 
01 what is right: and those who are governed by 
higher eonsiderations, though too few and weak to 
prevail against the whole of the others, usually 
after sufficient discussion and agitation become 
strong enough to turn the balance in favour o[ the 
body 01 private interests which is on the same side 
with them. Thc representative systeni orcght to be 
so eonstituted as to maintain this state of things: it 
ought not to allow any of the various sectional 
interests to be so powerful as to be capable 01 pre- 
vailing against truth and justice and the other sec- 
tional interests combined. 

Mill, Rtprc~enjatbe Covcmntcnt, VI 

36 I . . . eontend for the principle of plural voting. I 
do not propose the pluraljty as a thing in itself 
undesirable, which, like the exclusion of part of 
the community from the suffrage, may be tempo- 
rarily tolerated while necessary to prevent greater 
evils. I do not look upon equal voting as among 
the things which are good in themselves, provided 
they can be guarded against inconveniences. I 
look upon it as only relatively good; less objection- 
able than inequality of privilcge grounded on ir- 
relevant or adventitious circurnstanct~, but in 
principle wrong, because recognising a tcrong 
standard, and exercising a bad influencc on the 
voter's mind. Ir is not uscful, but hurtful, that the 
constitution of the country should dcslare igno- 
rancc to be entitled to as much political power as 
knowledge. The national institutions should place 
all things that they are conccrned with before the 
mind of the citizen in the light in which it is for 
his good that he should regard them: and as it is 
for his good that he should think that every one is 
entitled to some influencc, but the better and wis- 
er to more than others, i t  is important that this 
conviction should be professed by the Statc, and 
embodied in the national institutions. 

Mill, Representatice Gou~rnrnrn~ VlIl 

37 Nafilron. There arc threc sorts ol people in the 



world: the low people. the middle people, and the 
high people. T h e  low people and the high people 
are alike in onc thing: they have no scruples, no 
morality. The low are beneath rnoraliry, the high 
above it. I am not afraid of either of them; lor the 
low are unscrupulous without knowledge, so that 
they make an idol of me; whilst the high are un- 
scrupulous without purpose, so that the); go down 
before my will. Look you: I shall go over all the 
mobs and all the courts of Europe as a plough 
goes over a field. It is the middle people who are 
dangerous: they have b o ~ h  knowledge and pur- 
pose. Bnt  hey, too, have their weak point. They 
are lull of scruples: chained hand and foot by 

their morality and respectability. 
Shaw, 'Ihr Man of Drsfbv 

38 War and Class havc been with us ever since the 
first civilizations emerged above the level of prim- 
itive human life some live or six thousand years 
agq, and they have always been serious com- 
pla~nts. Of the twenty or so civilizations known to 
modern Western historians, all except our own 
appear to be dead or moribund, and, when tie 
diagnose each case, in cxfremi~ or @st rnortm, we 
invariably find that the cause o[ death has been 
either War  or Class or some conlbinaion of the 
two. 

l'oynbee, Ciailzzaf~on on Trial, I1 

10.9 1 Revolution 

As indicated in passages drawn from the his-. 
torians of antiquity and from the ancient 
political philosophers, revolution and civil 
strife were regarded as a regular part of nor- 
mal political life. The  cor~ception of a soci- 
ety so constituted that it might be exempt 
from revolutionary action, either by force or 
by fraud, was projected as a n  almost utopi- 
an idea. Insoiar as injustice, class conflicts, 
and an inequality of conditions abound in 
the very imperfect societies that exist, revo- 
lution is always and everywhere brewing. 

Some of the writers quoted here attempt 
to distinguish different types of revolution, 
to specify the causes productive of revolu- 
tion, and to consider what those in power 
can do to prevent themselves from being 
overthrown. Others among the authors rep- 
resented concern tt~emselvrs mainly with 
the defcnse of rebellio~l or revolution as a 
drastic remedy that is justified when relief 
from oppression or injustice cannot be 
achieved in any other way. They suggest 
that it is the tyrant who is the rebel, the 

lawless one, rather than his mistreated sub- 
jects. When they speak of a "right of revolu- 
tion" or a '"right of rebellion," they are, in 
eifect, asserting that revolutions are justifi- 
able under certain circumstances. They are 
opposed in this conviction by others who 
deny that resistance LO established authority 
can ever be justified. 

The discussion of revolution in this sec- 
tion is for the most part concerned with po- 
litical upheavals or insurrections. For relat- 
ed matters, the reader is referred to otfier 
sections in this chapter on POLITICS, especial- 
ly Section 10.6 on DESPOTISM ANDTYRANNY and 
Section 10.8 on CLASSES AND CLASS CONFLICT; 
and to Section 12.3 On RIGHTE-NATURAL ApD 

CIVIL and Section 14.1 on WARFARE ANDTHE 

STATE OF \kr.a. Ho~lever,  certain passages 
from Karl Marx included here touch on 
revolutions that affect the economic organi- 
zation of society; and in this connection the 
reader is referred to Section 1 1 .I on PKOPER- 
n, Section 11.2 on WEALTH AND POVERTY, and 
Section 1 1.3 on LABOR. 


